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all thofe \\hom they fiifpcded to waver in their at-

tachment to the republican Ivitem. For this rea-

Ion they required all individuals to produce certifi-

cates that they had Tworn tidelity to the ftatc.

In the mean time, as the publications among the

Coloniits teemed with reproaches of the moft arbi-

trary and mcrcilefs intentions on the part ot Britain,

fhould her arms reduce them to obedience, it was

judged highl)- proper to contradict them in a pub-
lic and folemn manner. To this purpofe a procla-

mation was ifFued by General Robertlbn, newly ap-»

pointed Governor of the Province of New York,
wherein he drove by a variety of arguments and
motives, drawn up with equal ftrength and ele-

gance of language, to convince the Coloniils that

the difadvitntageous rcprcfcntations of the deiigns

of Great Britain were fuggeftcd by the malice and

interefled views of ambitious and artful indivi-

duals, and that it was her fincerc defire to compafs

a re- union of America bv a liberal compliance with

all the demands Ihc could form for the fecurit)- of

her liberties.

But whatever pains were taken to induce the

Americans to conceive more friendly ideas of the

j^olicv of Great Britain, thofe who took up the pen

on the fide of Congrefs, were no lefs indullrious in

defcribing the fituation of Britain to be fuch, as to

judify the pcrfuafion of thofe who looked upon her

as driven by her diltreires to make the conceflions

die v/as holding forth to the Americans.

She was reprefcnted as danding alone, abandon-

ed and unpitled by the world, left to fufter the pu-

niihmcnt due to her avarice and her ambition, and

pronounced entirely deferving of the calamities

under which Ihe laboured. Her memorials and re-

'mondrances, which were formerly wont to com-
ninnd fuch refped and attention, were now treated

with negle(^t and contempt, \\\\d cxpofcd her tp dc-

rifion.
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