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(that subject, nnd there is no necessity for you to wltlibnld such Bill fi)r th« signification of His
'Majesty's |)lra-iiip. luUais it skull pats in suck a shape as may make t^ov. donh/Jnl of Us txjirdicney.'"*

(TuvK Copy.) '

{Higntxl) G. HILLlKil.

"

On receiving this despatch, which left it altoocthcr at the discretion of the Exc-
icutivo whether or not tlic measure should be s'lbniitted to the colonial legislature,

His Excellency itnmodiatr.ly cornmiaiiculed it to both Jlon.ies, recornnieiiding thcra

to pass a law to nieot tlie ca.so. With Ihis view, he called upon the Attorney (jo-

neral to drnt't a bill to be subinitlcd to the !ir)n.)rable 1 e«.islative Council, in strict

i
accordance with thi^ despatch iii<read of inlorniing liis l.'xi;cilcncy that this legis-

'I
. lature iiad no power, according to Oar constitution, to cojifer on aliens the civil

' 'rights mentioned in the dc.si>atch, and reoomniendmg the Executive to refer the

' measure back to the n:iperial legislature, thi;^ legal ailvitser of the crown sat down
[ ,and dr.ificd the loHowiii!! bill—the greatest anoinuly in le^ish'.tion—the deepest

i
^laid snare agai'ist the rigli's of the people—that ever appeared in any country on
earth—purport iiig, on tlio fnce of the pr(\Mn!)le, to give all the civil rights of na-

tural born subjects, thus cctcnding the boon beyond the power of a colonial legis-

lature, but, in all the enacting clauses, slippnig in ilie two jjavticles " SO THAT"
no estates, &:.c. sh:iU be vested in his Majesty, or titles inipi ached—thus by a nice

I legal turn coraing up to the original design of depriving every Anglo-American in

(• the colony of the elective franchise :

—

! f »4JV ..'ICT to cov/inii and quiet in the possranion of their Estates, and to admit to the Civil Rights

ofsuljijecis, certain rlasjes of Persons llicrein mentioned.

WHEREAS many persons have l)ecome resident in this P:oviiicc who having been formerly
citizens of tlie United Slates oi' America, and l)eiii^ suhjccls of ttie Government of those

Sta'.';^, havs been naturalized a? British subjects ly any Act of Tarhament ; And Whereas there

are also in tliis Proviiu-e nuiny pcrsiniis who came from other loreipi coiintr- --,and many reduced
Ollioei-s and Ll:5charjji'd Boidicr.-i ot'loreigrn corps lale in His .Majesty's service, but not being sub-

jects of His .Majesty l)y birtii or naturalization ; And fVherea.s it is expedient that all saeh persons

should be covfinncd and quieted in the posses.iion it' /heir Estates, Ai\ L) SHOULD HE AJ)MIT-
TEO TO THE CIVIL RIGH'IS OF SUliJKCTS, with sucli exceptions as have been from
tiL-i.T to time provided 1::y Ads of tiie Legislature of this Frovjnce with r&tpect to persons having
been resid.-nt in the United States ol America, or having taken the Oatii of Allegiance to their

Government; And IFhereasHis E\i'ellency Sir Peregrine Alaitland, Knight Commander of the
' MosiHonotiiable Military Order of the liath, LieiUenaiitGovernorof the Province of UpperCana-

<la, and Major General commanding His Majesty';' Forces therein, liuis been pleased to signify by
Massage to both Houses of tlic L(!gislatnre, that he has received His Majesty's express sanction

to assent to the passing of such enactment as may afford relief to such persons being now in this

^Province : Be it therefore enacted by the King's most Excellent Majesty, by and with tlic advice

nnd consent of th? Legislative Council and A»sem:)lyot the Province of Upper Canada, constitut-

™ed and asHfinbted by virtue of and under the auliiority of an Act passed in the Parliament of

Great IJritian entilloil an Act to repeal certain parts of an Act passed in the fourteenth year of

His MajestyN lleigii, entitlerl, '• An Act for mai<ing more eli'eciual provision lor the Government
of th.^ Provii»c3 of Quebec in Xortli America, and to make further provision for the Government
of the said Froviace," and by ihe authority of the same, that tVum and after the passing ot' this

Act all pe,r*u • who at th;; time of the passing thereof are resident inhabitants of this Province,

shall be d',"^iii':d, a'ljiidged and taken within this Province, to be His Majesty's natural born sub-

jects, to all uitcnts, c.uintnictions, and purposes as if they, and every of tliem, had Ijeen or were
born within this province, HO THAT w Estates of what nature or kind soever, heretofore pur-

chased by thorn or any of them vvithni this Province, or to which they or any of them shall have
becom'i, or may become, in any manner entitled, shall be liaiile to seizure into the hands of His
Majosty, HiS llsirs, or Succ.'ssor;, or their titles thereto be olliorwise impeached by reason of their

tjinaicmg the said ptircha'^es, or b';coming otherwise entitled, any Statute, Law, or thing whatso-
'

ftever to the contrary notwitlista.iding.

II. And be it further oi!act'?d by Ihe authority aforesaid. That all persons who have been at

any timi iKretolbrc resident inhabiiants of this Province and be^come possessed of real estate

I ithcrain, other than and except such as have been, or hereafter may be under any express provi-
I ision in the Statutes of this Pi-ovince declared or found to he Aliens, shall be deemed and taken to
' 'ha/e been natural born subjectR ot His Majosty, SO THAT neither their title to any real estate

rj within this province, nor the tit':! of an\ per;ou« claiming under them, shall be in any manner im-

^
peached by any proceeding on the part of His Majesty, His Heirs, or Successors, or otherwise

i howsoever by reason of their having been Aliens.

^


