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with unabating firmnefs and perfevorance, employ for the

prefervation of our liberties, being with one mind refolvej

tc die freemen rather than to live flaves.

Left this Declaration fhould difquiet the minds of our

friends and fellow- fubjedls in any part of the empire, we
aflure them, that wc mean not to diflblve that union

which has fo long and fo happily fubfifted between us,

and which we fincerely wifti to fee reftored. NeceiTity

h%a nor yet driven us into that defperate meafure, or in-

duced us to excite any other nation to war againft

them. We have not raifed armies with ambitious defigns

of feparating from Great Britain, and eftablifhing in-

dependant Itates, We fight not for glory or for con-

queft. We exhibit to mankind the remarkable fpedlacle

of a people attacked b'^ unprovoked enemies, without

any imputation, or e.-cn fufpicion of offence. Thev
boafi. of their privilegfs and civilization, and yet profi.r

no milder conditions than fervitude or death.

In our own native land, in defence of the freedom

that is our birthright, and which we ever enjoyed tilt

the late violation of it; for the protedticr. of our property,

acquired folely by the honeft induftry of our forefathers

and ourftlvcs, againft violence actually offered, we
have taken up arms. We Ihall lay them down when
hoftilities ftiall ceafe on the part of the agarefTors, and

all danger of their being renewed fhall I)e removed,

—and not before.

With an humble confidence in the mercies of the Su-
preme and Impartial Judge and Ruler of the Univerfe,

we moft devoutly implore his divine goodnefs to con.

?^u6l us happily through this great confliiSV, to difpofe

our adverfaries to reconciliation on reafonable terms,

and thereby to relieve the Kirpire from the calamities of

civil war.

By Order of Congress,

JOHN HANCOCK, President.

Attefted,

CHARLES THOMPSON, Secretary.

Philadelpliia, July 6, 1775.
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