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found policy was thought to require, that both a

ievcre and a fpcedy punifhment fhould be inflidbed^—

>

fevere, that it might bear Ibme proportion to ihe

guilt; and ipeedy, that it might prevent the like

mifchief in other inftances.

Many, I know, who a-4mlt that Bofton ought to

have been puniflied, yet exclaim loudly againft the

punifliment decreed by Parliament, as being too

fevere in its manner; And if any other punifliment

had been inflicted, many of them, I dare fay, would
have exclaimed flill. For when people are once

difaffeded towards an adminillration, whether with

or without juftreafon, they will always find fome
pretence for blaming any meafure that can be taken

by it.
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^;fAsto the feverity of the puhiihment inqueftion,

it was no more than fliutting up a port, till facif-

fa^ion fliould be made for a flagrant injury and

infult, of which it had been guilty. While this re-

fl:raint was laid, a free ufe of all the neighbouring

ports was allowed ; fo that no people but the inha-

bitants of the town of Boften were intended to be

puniflied by this adl ; and a fufficjent time was in-

dulged them to remove all their veflTels out of their

harbour, that they might be ufefully employed dur-

ing the refl:raint of their port. And as foon as

compcnfation fliould be made for the injury don^,

and a proper' acknowledgment of the offence com-
mitted, every appearance fliews that government

intended to be fatisfied, and to remove the punifli-

ment. For provifion was made, that, on fuch an

event, the King might immediately fufpend the ope-

ration of the a6l, without waiting for the meeting,

or the formal proceedings of the Parliament, which

might require time. Surely none, who have as high
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