
14 To the Clergy and Inhabitants of the

let People once more know, (what fecms to be almoft

forgotten) that Laws are made for the "Punijhment of

JVickednefs and Vice^ and for the Maintenance of trua

Religion, ^
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Government is a great Truft, and the Powers of

it are not intended merely to do Honour to thofe who

have them, but muft be ufed for the Good of the Com-

munity. This is a Truth fufficiently known, it has

been founded in the Ears of the Nation, without Ccal-

ing ; but the Misfortune is, that this Dodlrine has been

applied fo conftantly to the Sufretne Magiftrate only,

that thofe who have fiibordinatc Powers derived from his

Authority, forget, or are not accuftomed, to make the

Application to themfelves. And yet furely, there is not

a Conftable but has, in Proportion to the Power the Law
gives him, a Truft repofed in him in Behalf of his King

and his Country : Thole who are in higher Offices, have

ftill grcs.ter Reafon, as more depends upon the due Exer-

cife of their Authority, to be watchful for the Commu-
nity. The Good of Society muft be influenced by

their Condudl and Example, one Way or other. Great

Officers of Juflice cannot be ufelefs^ without being pernio

ctou:.
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If a Regard for the Publick is not a Motive ftrong

enough in this Cafe, let every Magiftrate confider that

there is another of infinite Importance to himfelf j. for if

all Power be the Ordinance of God, He will undoubt-

edly


