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n mnliifii rrasli on ilcck, that broke the pli-<H in tlic l>imiaclc. anil put out

tilt' li^lit. On cxaininin^ into tlit> cansc, tlirt'c Kail were t'oiinil on ilcck,

two of wliicli \M 11' killed on the npot, ftrid the other ilioil soon after.

The late IJ'.-imii Madison, jiresident of William and Mary (Villejxe, Vir-

ginia, assured nw, that a Mr. Skipwith, for sonu* time our consul in

Kuro|ie, in his return to the I'nited States, when iipwardH id' three; hun-

dred milt'H from the capes of the Chesapeake, several Kail or Soras, I

think live or six, came on lioard, and were eau)^lit liy the peojtie. Mr.

Skipwith heing well acijuainted with the Mrd. assured him that they

were the very same with those usually killed on James river. 1 luivo

received like a.ssuraiiees from several other gentlemen, and captains of

vessels, who have met with these liirils hetwcen the main land and the

i.slatids, so as to leave no (h)ulit on my mind of the fact. Kor, why

should it be eonsidered incredible that a bird which eiui both swim and

dive well, and at pleasure fly with great rapidity, as I have myHelf fre-

quently witnessed, should be incapable id' mi^^rating, like so many

others, over extensive tracts of land or sea V Inhabiting, as they do,

the remote regions of Hudson's Bay. where it is impossible they could

Bubsist during the rigorn of their winter, they must either emigrate

thence or perish ; and as the same places in Pennsylvania, which

nbound with them in October, are id'teii laid under ice and snow during

the winter, it is as impossible that they could exist here in that incle-

ment seaMiii ; lleuvei: has therefore given them, in common with many

otherw, certain pr(>science id" these circumstances ; and judgment, as

well as strength id" lligbt, suilicient to seek more genial climates,

abounding with their suitable food.

The Hail is idne ciches long, and fourteen inches in extent; bill

yellow, blackish towards the point ; lores, front crown, chin, and stripe

down the throat, Idack ; line over the eye, cheeks and breast, fine light

ash; sides of the crown, neck, and upper parts geiH'rally (dive brown,

streaked with black, and also with long lines of ])ure wjiitc, the

feathers being centered with black, on a brown (divi' ground, and edged

with whiti'; these toiudies of white are slmrtei' near the shoulder of

the wing, lengthening as they descend ; wing jdain olive brown ; ter-

tials streaked with black and long lines of white; tail pointed, dusky

olive brown, centered with black, the four niiildle feathers borilered for

half their length with lines id' white; lower part of the breast marked

with semieireiilar lines id" white, ou a light ash ground; bellv white;

niiKs iiiider the wings deep olive, barred with black, white, and reddish

bnlT": veol brownish bull"; legs, feet, and naked part of the thighs,

yellowish green ; exteri<ir edge of the wing white: eyes reddish hazel.

Tile females. :inil young of the first season. Inive the throat white,

the breast |iale brown, and little or ii<i b!ack on the heail. The males


