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precluded no future difputes—that very war, I

repeat, he now found himfelf obliged, not for

his country but himfelf, to provoke and acce-

lerate under every additional circumftance of

diladvantage. His armaments accordingly were

redoubled after the exchange of the Declztra-

tions. It was then that he began to prefs his

other points with a degree of pertinacity per-

fedly inconfiftent with his former forbearance.

In this extremity France could no longer remain

neuter. The eyes of the National Affembly, as

well as of the country at large, began to open

upon this conduct. They faw, or imagined they

faw,—and never furely did the behaviour of an

EnglifhMinifter fo much warrant the concludon,

—purpofes very different, and infinitely more

extenfive, gradually develope themfelves in his

proceedings. They remembered, but gloried in

remembering, their own condudt in regard to

America, and fancied the moment of their dif-

tradlions prefented an opportunity to retaliate,

which thofe who guided the Britifh counfels

would fcarcely mifs : that the attack meditated

againft Spain, was but the commencement of a

plan, the objeft of which was the commerce, the

colonies, and the maritime power of their own

country : that when Spain had fallen, as fall flie

mud, if Tingle and unfupported in fuch a con*

ted.


