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THE GOVERNMENT POLICY CRITICISED.

The following is a reprint from the

Official Report of the Debate in the Se-

nate on the Policy of the GoTsnuaent

retpeotiog the Pacific Railway

:

Monday, Mai^ 20.

THH CANADIAN PACIFIC BAIbWAY.

Hon. Mr. CAREALL moved, "That
the construction of the Pacific Railway

having formed the principal condition

upon which British Columbia entered the

Canadian Confederation, every reasonable

eifort should hare been made by the

Gxivernment of the Dominion to satisfy

the people of that Province that fwtb

would be kept with them ; but this

House regrets to find that whilst incurring,

or ready to incur, immediato expenditures

of several millicnH of dollars not needed,

or of doubtful utility, the Government
IWB failed to proceed vigorously with the

cona^ruction of our great natioubl inter-

ooeanio railway, which is so essential to

the material advancement of all the Pro-

vinces of the Domihlon, as ^ell as to the

early consolidation of xioUtical and social

union among the whole i>aopIe."—He said

he would claim the respecttul attention of

the House on this salnect. He might be

aomewbat (Uscursivei but he ntuki cMm
the indulgence of hon. gentlemen, ioas-

muoh as he had troubled tlie House very

Uttie during thA^pfiBsest sessipa. More-

over, the Bulotject had grown to be of

Q

ntch momentous proportions, that it was
watobed with intense interest at i anxiety

by those who were instrumental in con-

summating the confederation between
Britiah Columbia and the older provinces.

They had watoh<°d with a great deal of
interest and anxiety the proceeding as

the terms were being negotiated in Eng-
land by Sir George Cartier and Hon. Wm.
Maodougall for th? acquisition of the
North-West Territories, and at" the same
time they endeavoured to overcome the
opposition tof those who w^ere adverse to

the entrance of British Columbia into the
scheme of Confederation. Those who
composed the population of that Proviuoe
at that time might be divided into three
classes :—The Canadian section, who were
very large, and. devoted to their flag tauL

their country, and who felt that it wtm of
the first importance, if the Dominion was
ever to be a success, that Britiah Colom'
bia should become a portion of the Con-
federation at as e^rly a moment as pes-
Btble. The Hudson Bay Company»-

a

wealthy, powerful oorj^oration, posseacihg

all the influence acquu-ed by many yean
of control in that country, and who from
Conservative notions were opposed to
Confederation, as they wished to hold
the odony for as long ejpeiiodM jpceuUe
as a fur preserve. They mtf fMti|re

opponents of the soheme of Oenfederi-

tSm. Then t£ere were the offi^aie wlio^

received tbeir appointments fixini Bpwiii^
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