
» as KsFurr or th« CoiiuiMioNn or FMuoum. MIT

K duiraeterlasd by a lack of aiatnre hh and itrcdoalBaiiee of imaoataM. If tte iattw an -

caught. U U a matter of Indlfferenee at wbieli aeam It ia ioae, aa aU aaccMdliif wfrnnbtB

|H>rf(>dH are elimtnated. aiurway. Ttifai in alao true of the matsra kaUbnt Tbcra ia iw l«WHiB

wby eupttire a wwk liefore upawntiiK-ttnip Hhonld lie more diaaatrona tban capture als MOtha
jirevlously. nil the miinluliiic perlodB of wimwiiiuit being eliminated, anyway. If the BBsriier of_

fliiih onuKbt by the fleet reniainK the winie. prohibition of flahlnR during iH]cb.a aeaaoii woaM IMBB

naturally that of thim- flxh uxunlly caaxbt daring Kiiawntng the more iBtenae fiakor would eaaae

Junt as many to lie rapt nred liefore the iienFon ns would lie caught later becanae of the protection.

.\s a result the miiiilKT of llsli pri-sciil each spuwnliiK-tlnie would be unaltered. Aa a matter of

fact, the avva" now nwHlint; protection are thos<> In which hulilint rnreiy have a chance to reach

maturity, and to allow tlieni to ilo so the only nietlicul arailalile is to give them a letter chance

of escaping caiitnre. 1 1 is not finllicient na-rely to aller the I Inie of year nt which they are caught.

.VnionK other reasons advtiiiceil is one iniplyins that tisli caH«lit dnrini! winter are of ixmrer

(pialily, with lar«er heads and leaner liodles. than those taken during snninier. Regarding thin

it .slionld snilice to state lliat (lie observed dilTerence is dne ratlier to the fact that In sunnner

Innuature Hsh from liantis with ra|iidly «rowina tlsh are ntilized. while in winter mature slow-

growing tish are olitained. Tliese inatnre poor-<piality (Isli come from nndepleted northern, or

outside, banks naturally <-haracteri/.ed by large-headiHl tisb. and it is extrenu'iy imi>rol>able that

they change tlieir apiK'arance greatly with the season, it is jnsi as well that these tlsh are

utilized to some extent at least. The difTerence between banks In so far as (piality is concerned

Is far gn'.'iter than can be assigiu-d to seasonal diffi-renees. It is not to be denie<l that there is

such u seawnni dlffereui'e, 1 ut It cannot lie assigned the iui|H)rtance given It. This Is the more

tree aa It baa no immediate bearing on tbe all-tm|)ortant idijeettve of premrratkm of tbe baidM.

As ExTENaio!* or ths Clohk Sk.\80S.

Ueaidte tbe fact tliat there are cogent reasons agaluRt tbe adoption of a close tvaxm during

two wlBter motttiw, It ia pomlliie that certain modMcation* of It might lie feasiliie ; for Inatance,

aa axtMlsion to fonr montho. Bat If not dtaaatrmia to tbe flahery and to the flsherinen becauae

of Ita length, the objection prevlonoly held that tl>e already depletinl banks would be subject

to a atlU greater strain would apply to an even greater degree. The restraint on the fisbery

would be accomplished principally, perhapa. by forcing vessels and men to loae a third of their

time. It bi poaidirie that aome other flsbery could be developed to auprilement that for the

halUwt during tiMt aeaaon. but at present none offers itself; and even If such were tlm caae^

tbe objection to the changed eoneenlration of tbe fishery atlll remaiim. 80 it ia hardly coDMlr-

aMe that soch a measure could meet with nnqnatified approval.

A 8oitMca CUMHC Auaoai.

.\ course, on the other hand, which ndght obviate the most dangerous features of the doee

season w >uld be to place it in the summer. One summer month would Iw the efiuivalent of two

winter months. Such action would result in discouraging the capture of small immature flail,

of which spring and summer catches mainly consist on the older banks, and would encourage

winter fishing. The lntluenc<' of cold-storage firms would not In such a case be adverse. But

Iho .seriims ipiestlon would still remain as to whether the total catch from any bank would be

sufticlently decreased. If the demand overcame th<' liandicap of an Increase of tile voyage

length of 2(H> per cent, within ten years, would it not over«>me <me of n decrease in available

Hshlng-tlme of even .10 [ler cent.? .Mlhough It Is probable that what the banks need Is a total

cessation of flshiiig In view of the great rate of depletion, yet such a nu>a8ure as closure during

soauner nHUitbi wo«id be certatttly cffiMtlve in its nature, in eontraat to the wtntwr deaa aaaaan.

A NrKSKBV.

Bupplementlug tlie proposed close season, the Bill mentioned alsjve for the conser»'utlon of

dw llahiirlfa deSned a nursery of about l.".*) sifuare miles lo be withdrawn from use. There are

very AeeMva reaaona for regarding tbe measure as totally inade<piate. There are no considerable

ai^rctlaM lietween baiiln), as has been shown, and It is not probable that any but tlie aonea

aaiMt to aadi pemaaetttly cloaed regioD would profit by it at all. Tlie area of tlie continental


