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speculator 'wheu the settier could flot get
an acre of it at $1 or even $3, selliug .to the
speculator who is uow off ering it for $11
or $12 an acre although the department have
it la their power to cancel the arrangement.

Notice was given to the compauy ln Jan-
uary last to show cause why the agreement
should not be cancelled for non-compliauce
with the conditions and now six rnuhs af-
terwards nothing has beefr doue. Notwith-
standing the fact thaf it has been brought
to the attention of the House there wil11
probnbly be uothiug doue aud 1 presume
tfiaf the parties will succeed lu making a
sale to some other people aud get a big
rake-off. This ls enflrely wrong. Wby
sbould flot this arrangement be cancelled at
once? There bas not been a compliance
with the conditions in any respect. Wbat
will you take the chance for? Is if in the
lnterest of the country thaf this chance is
being taken or In the Iuterest of the specu-
lator? How long are you going to wait?
Wbat auswer bas been given? No answer,
ln so far -as we kuow and yet it bangs on
frorn year to year. The same parties, after
a while, will get another order lu council
passed giving tbem the rigbt to hold this
land. I bave another of these files wbicb
I have not faken the trne to go over care-
fully yet.

Mr. OLIVER. That makes no difference
to the bon. gentleman.

Mr. SPROULE. What makes no differ-
ence ?

Mr. OLIVER. The fact that be has not
rend bis documents.

Mr. SPROULE. It maires this difference
thaf perhaps tbey will be biddeu in the
pigeon holes of the department and the
country will know nothing about it until I
or some other members of the opposition
bring it to light and compel the government
to try and get something ont of the pro-
perty that belongs f0 the country rather
than zive it awny to speculators for littie
or nothiug.

DETROIT RIVER TUNNEL.

Mn. H. S. CLEMENTS (West Kent). Mr.
Speaker, I see the hon. Minister of Customns
(Mr. Paterson) iu bis seat and before you
leave the chair 1 desire for a few minutes
fo draw the attention of the House to what
I consIder a verv important question of In-
terest f0 every Individual lu this Dominion.
Ont of courtesy f0 the minister I dropped
hlm a note saying I would brng the matter
up at first opporfunlty, but evidently the
minister was busy in the province, and
although I dld not send hlm. a note this
mrnulg, I took the cbauce of seeing the
ruinister lu the bouse and 1 arn glad to
see be is present. The matter 1 desire f0

eall the attention of the government f0 is
one whicb affects the Uuited States and
Canada. 1 refer to the Detroit river tunnel
whicb is beiug bult under the Detroit river
by a firm of American contractors. 1 want
to draw the attention of the minister and of
the goverument to the fact that the inter-
ests of Canadians have flot been protected,
but that, ou the other hand, they have been
neglected seriously by the goverumeut and
the Department of Customs in conuection
with this important work. Whlle the A&m-
erncans are getting the entire advantage- to
be denîved from the building of the tunnel,
the interests of Canadians have been entire-
ly ignored. Iu the past ýAmerican coutract-
ors have been Iu a much better position, be-
cause of the undue advantage which they
enjoyed, f0 build international bridges be-
tween the two countries and it seems 1-hat
in this case an undue advantage has been
given to these American contractors. If it
were a matter of courtesy as betweeu the
United iStates government and the govern-
ment of Canada I for one, as a public man,
would not take objection, but when an ad-
vantage is L-iven to American contractors,
it seems that 1 arn only doing my duty lu
ijrotesting agaiust the disadvantage under
which, I dlaim. Canadian manufacturers
and labourers are placed by this arrange-
ment. Wbeu my hon. frlend from Brant-
f ord (Mr. Cocksbutt) referred to this mat-
ter a short fime ago the Miuister of Cus-
tnms retorted, referring to Item 596 of the
tariff, that if item 596 did give f0 the Amn-
enicans any advantnge he, my bon. frieud
from Brantford, was a party to having that
item placed in the tariff. When these tariff
schedules are laid on the table and when
the time available for auy member of the
House to peruse these Items is so limited,
it is almost impossible to grasp the purport
of an item sucb as No. 596 whicb I consider
is a great detriment to the iuterests of this
Dominion. It seems to mie that item No.
596 was piaced in the tariff for the sole
purpose of beuefiting the contractors for
the building of that tunnel. Bntier Brothers
a nd Hoff, of Minneapolis, have a contract f0
build this tunnel for $12,000,000 and I arn
informed that at the time they accepfed the
contract from the Michigan Central, labour
being very hîgh both lu the United States
andi Canada they figured on nût ouly pay-
ing high 'wages but also on the amount of
customs duties they would have to pny
under the existing law. But item 596 was
subsequeutly placed in the tariff and It
gives them the further advantnge of belng
able to brng Iu everything free of duty,
not ouly to the rivers edge but practically
for the whole tunnel except the open eut.
I rnoved for a return askiug for the regula-
tions pertaining to the United States and
Canadian customs and so f ar as 1, have
been able to learu no quid pro quo has
been given to Canada for the concession
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