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had aplled. for the iower hait of the re-
serve at $2,500 straight.

Mr. OLIVER. la that more?
Mr.-LAKE. I could not state, because I

do flot; know the circumetances of -the
land. Another gentleman offered $5,000,
Mr. J. P. McLaughlin. I eee that he wae te
place 10,000 head upon the reserve and. pay
50 cents per head.

Mr. OLIVER. la that a better offer than
the other ?

Mr. LAKE. Yes, that la a better offer than
that of Mr. McEwen, because he only off er-
ed to place 7,000 head at 50 cents a head
whlcb would be $3,500. It le a simple
matter of arlthmettc.

Mr. OLIVER. When the hon, gentleman
la through I will show hlm that It ls flot a
better off er.

Mr. LAKE. The minister had a number
of applications, one following the other,
and he apparently gave nio opportunlty
Insofar as the papers show, to the other
applicants to compete for this reserve
whlch lu my opinion he was bound to do
If he had the Interests of the Indians at
heart as their trustees. Hoe apparently, ln
a hele and corner way, hadl the lease drawn
up between the Indiana and this applicant,
the Indiana aetiug through their agent and
the lease was given witbout the know-
ledgc apparently of the Indian office at
Winnipeg which should have been lnformed
upon this subject. The papers show that
the department dld flot act ln the way It
ehould have acted If It had had the beet
Interesta of the Indiana at heart.

Mr. OLIVER. It le rather a pity to take
Up Urne at this heur on a hot nlght lii
threshing over straw that la five years old.

Mr. LAKE. The minister started it.
Mr. OLIVER. No, the minIster dld not

start it. The hon, gentleman undertook to
revive an alleged scandai of five years ago,
whlch has been threshed out In this House
by a very much more able min than hlm-
self and 'which neyer brought; any reault.
In regard to the respective values ef these
different applications, there le a very se-
rions difference between an offer of *3,500
for 7,000 head and au offer of $5,000 for
10,000 head. My hon. friend does flot un-
derstand It. That Io the great dlfficulty
with hlm. There are so many thinga about
this matter that he doe not understand,
and he le ready to jump at the conclusion
that he ha found a scandai when he does
flot understand. the question. The Blood
Indiana themselves occupy this reserve.
They have a large amount of stock, both
cattie and horses. They muet use thîs re-
serve for the pasturage of their own stock
and It muet be elementary to any pereon

who underatands the situation that they
could not afford to allow the reserve to be
leased for such an amount of stock as
would prejudîce the pasturage of their own
stock. Thcy preferred to accpt an offer
of $5.000 for 7,000 head rather than of
*5,000 for 10,000 head because It would
leave sufficlent pasturage on the reserve
for thelr own stock. My hon. frlend ls only
absurd when he euggests the auctioning off
of the privîlege of grazing under these cir-
cumatances. The obJect le to get a lease
at a fair rentai for as many head of cattle
as the reserve wlll carry. To let the gras-,
Ing prîvilege for a emalier number would
net be advantagcous because the grazlng
right would not be occupied and to let II:
for a larger number would not be advan-
tageous because the Indiana would loe the
pasturage of their own stock.

Mr. LAKE. The minîster hîmef was
at oue time of the opinion apparcntly that
the leasing of thîs tract to outsiders was
flot quite the correct thing because amonget
these papers I flnd a letter of hie dated
Aprîl 30, 1903, lu whlch ho says:

I shall insiet thait the intereate of the. sev-
oral hundred Mormone who live adjoa*ninli the,
reserve ef tbiis part shall b. considered in
prefereuce to these ouésiders.

Mr. OLIVER. I want to say that that
la exactly my position, that as a question
of policy I dld not approve of the leasing
of the reserve. I dld not consider that It
wa% good pollcy ln the intereet of the sur-
roundlng settiers. But there le qulte a
dIfference between the suggestion that the
leasing was the subJect ef a scandai and
objectlng te thc leasing on the ground of
public pollcy and guarding thc Intereste
of the eurrounding settiere who wcre my
constituents.

Mr. BENNETT. May I ask Uic mînister
who le cutting Uic timber on the Christian
Islande? Hlow ls It bclng eut, and to what
extent?

Mr. OLIVER. I do not know -of any
timber cut on Christian Islande last winter,
uniess It 'waseut under permit by the In-
diana or under trespass.

Mr. BENNETT. To what extent wau
tîmber cut last year?

Mr. OLIVER. I amrnfot able ait Uic mo,
ment to give the exact amount but the In-
diane get a permit year by year to cut a
moderate quantrty, ranglng from 500 te
1,000 corda.

Mr. BENNETT. I will tell the mînîster
eomething efthUi real conditions and per-
hape he will have Uic e7vil remedled. A
number of lumbermen in that country wish
to obtain lu open compeUition. the valuable
tImber on that Island and It la grossly un-
fair that they shonld be treatted as they
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