
illethodist iUragaziiie awlu Rcview.

Jeast amaong min of cultuire, arises
fromn cithier the lack of enouigl to
do, or fromn the miisfortune of be-
ingr w'rongly placed iii their sphiere
of activitv.

Mary Somecrville had no miorbid
senisitiveness; slic miaintained lier
wvliole natuire in a tranquil, vigror-
anis, wliolesonie toue by alvvays
hiaving soniething ta (Io' Wvhecn
miore than eigitv years 01(1, with a
lame tlîat filled the civilized Nvoî-ld,
she proposed still aniother great
work whiicî wouIld involve'- the
most lal)oriotis details of stt(lv and
research. Shie says

1 was inow unlocclipied, and feit the
necessity of Ilavxnig somnething to do,
desultory readi ng bel ng inisu 1h cient to
interest nie ; and as 1 lmad a1lvays Col!
sidered the section on chiciistry the
weakest part of the " Connection of
Physical Sciences," 1 resolved te write
it anew. MY d1augbiters strongly epposed
this. saying. "( Whiy net write a neî,ýv
book?" They were righit ; it wouI(1
Ilave becîl lest tixuie. So I followed
thieir advicc, thiou(gli it w«is a formidable
midertakzimg at xny age, considering- that
the generai character of science had
rceatiy cliangcd. By the iniproved state

of the microscope, an invisible creation
in the air, th)e earth, and thc miter, hiad
bec» broughit withini the liniits of humiial,
vision; thoe microscopie structure of pliants
and alnais liad becît min utely studied,
and, by synthecsis, immîy substances hlad
been forîned of the (îlemnltary atomis
sinîllar to those produced b)y nature. Dr.
Tyndahl's experinients hiad prov'cd the
inconciv'able îninuteness of tlie atoins
of îîîatter. Mlr. Gassiot anîd Professor
Plücher luad publishied thecir experinients
on the stratification of the electric ligflt
and thiat series of discov'eries by scientific
men abroad, but chielly by mir owin
philosophiers at homie, whichi liad bec»
in l)rcress fur a course of years, pre-
p;Lred the wvay for Bunsen and Kircli-
hof's inarvellous consumination. Sucli
w~as the field opened to ine ; but instead
of beingf discouraged by its mgiue
sceied to lhave rusumcde( the uerseverance
and eilergy of iny youth, and began to
write with courage, t 1ug did not
think 1 should live to finîish evenl the
sketch whichi I had miade. 1 %vas îîow an
old womanm, very deaf, and with shiaking
lîands. I wrote reguiarly every înorning
froni cighit tili twelvc or mie o'clock,

before rising. 1 was not, alone, for 1
lid a nîouîîtain sparrow, a great pet,
whichi sat, and, indced, is sitting onnhy
arni as 1 write thiese Iines.

\-Vhcne1 gt-îî year-s 01(1 she
says

1 have stili the habit of studying lu
bcd froin eighit iii the morning tili twelve
or oue o'clock ;- but I an> solitary, for 1
have lost niy littie bird, wl'ho wvas mny
constant cempanion for eighit years.

N\7o miere 1%dy-lounger of the
b)audair wvas ever fonder of " pets"'
tlian tlîis student af the niost re-
candite prablenis af the universe.
Slie grathere1 alîîîast an aviary af
slucli "ipets" about lier, and their
life sceîîîed ta enter into lier own.
Witi WVesley, Swedenborg, amîd
nia n otlier large-niin(led as w~ell
as large-lîcarteci mci, she 1)elieved
iii a fuiture anci comîpensative lufe
for the brute creatian. Whien
about ta step juta the invisible
world slie say's, wvith deep pathos
as well as pîilasaplîy:

I firinly believe thiat the living primmel-
ple is nleyer cxtinguishied. Silice the
atonis of niatter are indestructible, as far
as ive k-now, it is difficuit t, 'believe that
tbe spark wvhich gives te thecir union life,
îneinory, aliiection, intelligence, and lide]-
ity, is evalneseeit. Every .atomîî ini thc
huinan franie, as wveil as iii timat of ani-
mals, undergees a radical change by con-
tinuaI wvaste and renlovation ; Uhe abode
is clianged, îlot its inhiabitant. Ifan ai
have ne futnîre, the existence of nîany is
inost wretehied ;multitudes are star-ved,
cruclly bcati.n, and loaded duriig life
niany clie un(ler a harbarous vivisection.
1 cannot believe that any crecatuire was
creatcd for uncompensLted nmisery ; it
wouid bc contrary to the attributes of
C(;o's niercy aimd justice. i amil sincecely
happy to tind that 1 ani not the only bu-
liever in the iiiiiiortalit3' of the lowor
anîinials.

It is (leliglitful ta trace alangy
iiutelv s0 rare, 50 satisfactorv a

lufe, as it tendsl towar1 its long-c
(leferre(l conclusion. Wieici iietv-
onec years aid suie resumiies lier
niathiematical studies in saiine new
books w'hichi lad a(lvance(l ta


