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The Commetcial

A Journat of Commerce, Industry and Finance,
spocially dovoted w. the interests of Western
Canada, Including that portion of Ontario
west of Lake Huperior, the provlncca
of Manitoba and British Colum-
bia and the Territorles.

Eleventh Year of Publication
ISSUED EVERY MONDAY

SuBscRIPTION, $2.00 YRR ANNUM (in advance.)

ADVRRTISING IRRATES MADE KNOWN ON
APPLICATION,

Fino Book and Job Printing Departnents,

tZ Oflice, 180 James St., East,
JAMES K. STEEN,
Publisher.
The Commercial certainly enjoys a very much
larger circulation among the business community
of the country between Lake Superior and the
Pacific Coast, than any other naper in Canada,
daily or weekly. DBy a thorough system of per.
sonal solicitation, carried out annually, thisjour.
nal has been placed upon the desks of the great
majorily of business men in the vast district des-
ignaled above, and including northiwest Ont-
ario, the provinces of Manitoba and British
Columbia, and the territories of Assiniboia
Alberta and Saskatchewan. The Commercial
also reaches the leading wholesale, commission,
manufacturing and financial houses of Eastern
Canada,
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Ask a Fair Price.

1f the failures were to be closely looked into
it would be found that most of them are due to
insufficiont prices for the work done. There
may be a few cases wherein the failure arises
from defective management in other respects,
but the one great ‘‘sink hole” for the printers
capital, as well as that of everyone who will
trust him, is the smalluess of the prices at
which be takes work. In most this is entirely
unecessary and inexcusable. It is truo that
competition is sharp und that customers run a.
round to find the lowest bidder; but that is no
reason why a printer shall take work at prices
which leaves him no profit. The troubleisthat
he does not know how much the work costs
him to produce, and thinks that ho sces a profit
when there is none, but probably a loas inatead.
The worat enemics of such mer are the press
buildcrs, type founders and paper dealers, who
allow them to get into debt while running a
profitless business.—American Bookmaker.

Fur Trade Notes.

The Fur Prade Review says: Itisditlicult to
properly characterize the seasen now drawing
toa close. A number of manufacturers have
done well, somo have fairly made *booth onds
mect, and othera are complaining. Iv en re.
spuct the past year bas been remarkable, name-
ly, in the liberality displayed in giving credits;
a8 & consequence of this course the number of
failures was unexpectedly large, and this result
proves that tho safety of the seller and the fut.
uro of the purchaser depend upon greater coan-
servatism in granting credit. Though furs are
fashionable and very generally worn, the anti-
cipated ‘‘boom' hag not as yet materialized;
the cloak trade, which expected s good late
business, was as 2 rule tadly disappointed, and
furciers who waited in bigh hopes for a great
holiday busincss, were in error respecting some
impertunt articles. It Is too early to make

predistions for next season, but we believo that
certain furs wlll continue in fovor, espocially
scal, mink, skunk and Persians. ‘The raw fur
season opens with the usual recklesaness, no.
ticeable in somo sections} whore speculators are
endeavoring to sezure supplies of skins, with
entire indifference to the conditions of the mar-
ket or any other business consideration. Ib
this market there has beon considerable enquiry
for mink and early good skunk; indications
)oint to a largo colleotion of the latter; of the
}ormer therq has been no accumulation thus
far. :

The London correspondent of the New York
Fur Trade Review, writing oo Dec, 10 says :
“Tho season of 1592, as far as the wholesale
trade is concerned, is u thing of the past, and
taking it altogether it has not been o bad year
by any means for the trade. Itisquite true
tho openiog was very much delayed on account
of the uncertainty of fasheon, but when it did
start, thore was plenty of business about and
the fionl result must be considered very eatis-
foctory. Ihe season prematurely closed on ac-
count of the wet and foggy weather, Skunk
was looked upon as one of the best articles
this year, but it has not quite come up to ox-
pectations and this accounts {for the lower
prices at the last public sales. Marten has done
very well all through and holders of stock have
had a good opportunity to clear out at very
good prices.  ‘Lhedemand is good to day, and
one of the principal trimmiogs seen in the West
End shops is of this fur, which isa very good
sign nfter being_acglected as it has been for so
many years,  Mink has been jn_pretty good
favor during the year and it does look as
though the trade was coming buck
again to the old fashioned articles.
such as marten, mink, sable, kolinsky and er-
mine, Fur zeals have doae remarkably well,
and considering the price paid for them in the
early part of the year it is very satisfactory to
find that stocks are pretty well cleared out, and
that the demand is still very good is proved by
the advanced prices paid at Lamp:on’s last
gale, Chinchilla—We had boped that this ar-
ticle would have been fashionable this year,
but it still continues neglected, Why it should
be s= unpSpular we cannot quito uederstand,
but presume it will have another turn some
duy. Musquash has sold very well as linings,
but otherwise hay been very disappointing.
We had quite expected that the low price it
stood at in January would have caused it to
¢g0,” but tho popular fancy has not caught on.
Gray fox have done remarkably well and the
stocks here are smaller than they have been for
the last ten years, Australian opossum has
gold very well all through and prices ars higher
to-day than in January last, Nutria bus been
sold in largsr quantities than in any previous
year.

Following are the prices in shillings obtained
at tho London November scal sale. ~ Alaskas :
Middlings and smalle, 125 ; smalls, 134 to 136 ;
large pups, 122 to 129 ; middling pups, 118 to
127; small pups. 119 to 121 ; extra sinall pups,
§3; middlings and smalls, low, 7€; large pups,
low, 77 ; small and extra small pups, low, 63 ;
middlings and smalls, cul, 124; smalls, cut,
126; large pups, cut, 122 ; middling sud small
pups, cut, 118, Northwest Coast:—Mliddlings,
70 to 79; middlings and smalls, 70 to S6; 2malls,
73 to 80 ; largo pups, 76 to 86 ; middling pups,
70 to 83; swall pups, 60 to 71;extrasmail pups,
44 to 50 ; extra small pups, 32 to 43 ; middlings
and smalls, cut, 63 to 74 ; smalls, cut, 63 to 73;
large pups, cut, 64 to 73; middling pups, cut,
59 to 67; smnall pups, cut, 49 to 57; cxtra small
pups, cut, 31 to 37. Copper Islands:—Mid-
lings, 91 to 95; middlings and smalls, 101 to
105; smalls, 100 to 104; large pups, 92 to 94;
middling pups, S0 to S§3; small pups, 67
to 70; oxtra small pups, 59 to 6U; wmid-
lings, low, 66; middlings aad smalls,
low, G1 to G3: largo pups, low, 54; middling
pups, low, 48, small pups, low, 48 to 49; extra
smalt pups, low’ 40; middlings, cat, 80; mid.
dlings and smalls, cut, 91, smalls, cut, S5 ;

large pups, eut, 78; middling pops, cut, 71,

Capo Horn:—Smalls, 43, large pups, 45; mid-
dling pups, 41; small pups, 26 to 28; extra
small pups, 20; small pups, low, 19 to 25; extra
small pups, low, 13 to 17, South Sea:—Mid-
lings, 80 to 110; small, 120 to 122.6; largo pups,
147.6 to 150; middling pups, 130 to 132 ¢; small
pups, 160 tv 102 4; extra small pups,67.0; mid-
dlings, low, 58; largoand middling pups, 69;
small and extra small paps, 42. Lobos Island:
—-Middlm{zn, 33 to -11; middlings and smalls, 42
to 44; smalls, 45 to 49, large pups, 47 to §5;
middliog pups, 38 to 51; small pups, 22 to 32;
extra small pups, 14 to 23; oxtra smalls, 13;
small pups, low, 15 to 16; extra small pups,
low, 9 to 11; middliogs, cut, 7; large and mid.
dling pups, cut. 206, middling and small pups*
cut, 18; extra small pups, cut, 12,
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Corrants.

The small black dried fruit of commorce
k ~wn as Ziote curraats, are not currants but
grapes, of a variety paculiar to Greece aud its
islands; and not cultivable elsewhore. At-
tempts have been made to grow them in other
countries but without success, for tho trans.
planted vines produced large grapzs.  Origin.
ally termed ** Raisins de Corauntz ” (from Cor.
inth, the port of shipment), the name became
perverted to the modern ** currants.”

The currant is ons of the chief products of
Greece, and the production in the past decade
has doubled. Sixty years ago the production
was about 2000 tons; aud for the past three or
four years it has reached from 130,000 to
160,000 tons. Until within the past fow years
Awarica confined her importations to tho poac-
er grades of fruic, but Amoricans are being
educated to use tho finer qualities, and an in-
crease in the consumption of these grades is
probable, as there is no dried fruit so cheap,
and none more wholesome or nutritious. Ia
Eugland many families mix currants in making
bread, which makes it very palatable and
keeps the bread moist a longer time that with-
out them.

Great quuntities areg. . wwn in the Ionian Is.
Jands; the shores of the Guli of Lerivs, from
Patras to Corinth are one vast vineyard of cur-
rant vines. Here is prcduced the finest frait,
known as Vostizza, Corinthia and Patras. The
vines ara planted ia close rows, and are pruned
to small bushes. When the fruit has matured,
it is plucked aad laid upon the ground to cure.
This is a time of great anxiety, for the value of
the crop depends upon proper curing, and this
inturn depend upon the veeather. Dampness
causges fermeatation avd other damages.

Because they ave dried upon the ground, car
rants in their ordinary commercial condition
aro exceedingly dirty, being mixed with much
refuce, soil and other imparities,  Ivisimpor.
tant therefore, that they shouli be thoroughly
and scientifically cleaned.
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Lhe price of steel rails, which has long atood
at $30 per ton at castern United States mills
has at last been reduced §1, makiog it $29 per
ton.

A correspondent of the Frce Piess writes:
It will interest school trustees and others con-
cerned with school affairs in the Territories to
hear that D. Mowat has succeeded in baving
inserted in the new school bill a section dealing
with the siogle tax. The effect of the new sec.
tion is that whenever three-fourths of the rate.
payers in any school district so docide, all the
taxable lands within tho district ehall be assess-
¢d at a uniform figure. The vaimproved land
will be nssessed at exactly tro some figures us
the improved. No buildings or improvemeits
whatsoever will bo assessed. The maximum
rate of taxation it raised from one to two per
cent. Mr. Mowat also had a bill introduced
and it is being printed, the object of which is
to bring Henry Georgo's single tax ideas into
practical operation in the Terri*ories wherever
possible. '
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