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biing his right to a trial. One neceflary confequence

was a frequent refort to the crown for amend men t,

explanation, and decifion ; "cujus eft condere, ejus
" eft interpretari.**—And what lefs than defpotifm

is the power of the crown, when it can create or in-

terpret, eftablifli or dcftroy laws, by virtue of its

own mandates ?

The condition of thefe wretched people under this

government, is defcribed by Lord Coke in the very

motto which he chofc for his works, " mifera eft fer-

« Vitus ubi jus eft vagum aut incognitum.". I need

not tell yoiir Lordlhip that the parliament of Henry
Vlll gave the Kin^*s proclamations the power of the

law ; It muft give iome comfort to all fober people to

fee the parliament of^this day annul the force of a
proclamation, in order to eftablifli law.—If therefore

I can agree withyou, mv Lord, in thinking tl>e King's

minifters are fo atrocious as to have formed any plan

of defpotifm, I muft agree with you alfo, that they
iire more inept and Ihallow in the execution, fince

they have let go the very power which you fay they
grafp at ; and if, my I^rd, there could ever be a pro-

per time to infult the King's perfon with a cry of ar-

bitrary power, furely,my Lord, there could have been
no time lefsfeafonable than that, when he was goinp- to

give his affent in parliament to reilorc to the Canadi-
ans their birth-right m thtir lav/s, and to relinquiih

that very power which conqueft had put laJiis hands.
This proclamation, however, we are told with the

treaty, and other acts of royal authority, was con-
fidcred as an engagement, under which the colonifts

embarked their perfons, and tl;e merchants their for-

tunes for Canada, and that the national faith was
plighted to form a government as near as may be a^j-rce-

able to the law:^ of England ; for it is faid, that none
would have embarked or traded thither, wiciiout the

pioipcd


