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It is at least probable, that she had asked from God that her

child should be reunited to her before long, that it might be pre-

served from the licentious training it would have, which would

withdraw it as far as possible from Christianity. Although, as

it happened, the infant was noc abandoned to the flames, for one

of the most considerable men of the village delivered it from

them
;
yet it was only to devote it to a death scarcely less cruel.

He took it by the feet, and raising it in the air, dashed its head

against a stone.

I cannot forbear, my Reverend Father, speaking to you once

more of a fourth neophyte of this Mission, who, although he

escaped the fire which was prepared for him, nevertheless had

the happiness of giving his life rather than be exposed to the

danger of losing his faith. It was a young Agnie, named

JIaonhouentsiontaouet. He was captured by a party of the Af-

niis, who carried him away as a slave into their own country.

As he had many relations, they granted him his life, and gave

him to those who belonged to the same family. These were

urgent in their solicitations that he should live according to the

customs of the nation ; that is to say, indulge in all the disorders

of a licentious life. Etienne, far from listening • *^^hem, gave in

reply the truths of salvation, which he explai*. with much

force and unction, and ceaselessly exhorted them to go with him

to the Mission du Sault, there to embrace Christianity. Biit he

spoke to people born and educated in vice, the habit of which

was too sweet to enable them to quit it. Thus.^ the example and

the exhortations of the neophyte served no other purpose than to

render them more guilty in the sight of God.

As it seemed that his residence at Agjiie was of no advantage

to his relatives, and that it might be e\en dangerous to his own

salvation, he adopted the resolution to return to the Sault. lie

disclosed his intention to those around him, and they consented

to it the more willingly, because they saw that they would thus


