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furpdze not exifting, as confidering the fitua-

tion of that place, it could never, but by

the favor of a miracle, exiil : Rochefort

niight not indeed very materially be changed

as to its flrength, or poflure of defence ; but

obvioully ceafed, from the inftant there was

no hope of coming on it by furprize, to be

a place polnble to be taken by a fudden

ailault. • • •

As to what the Report aals, *^ that no
" reafon could exiil fufficient to prevent the
*' attempt of landing the troops, previous

^* to the 28th of September, as the council
*' then unaninioully refolved to land with i\ll

*' poffible difpatch :" Nothing can be more
juft, on the fuppofition that it was right to

have landed at ail. It is even too favorable

to the commanders ; for certainly every

hour's delay, after the inihnt of their arrival,

ftrenjithened their reafon for not landinji,

could that have required ftrcnf^thening ?

And they are juilly punilhed for the impru-

dence of not adhering to their firil and beft

relbhition of the 25th not to land at all, un-

kfs their zeal for attempting evident impof-

fibilities, in the fervicc of their country, may
be allowed to excufe them, and the inten-

tion acquit them for the ablurdity of their

pcrfevcrar.ce in an caterprize, of which
their ov.'n peribnal knowledge might have

already
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