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«i Om£ of thefe pontiffi>, as lord of the world, hath

made a grant of thefe iflands, and of the Tierra Firmi

of the ocean fea, to tl^ Catholic kings of Citfti]e>

Don Ferdinand and Donna Ifabella, of glorious me-

mory, and their fucceflbrs, our fovereigns, with all

they contain, as is more fully expreflcd in certain

deeds pafled upon that occafion, which you may fee,

if you defire it. Thus his majefty is king and lord of

thefe iflands, and of the continent, in virtue of this

donation ; and, as king and lord aforefaid, mod of

the iflands to which his title hath been notified, have

recognized his majefty, and now yield obedience and

fubje£lion to him as their lord, voluntarily and with*

out refifiance ; and infiantly, as ibon as they received

information, they obeyed the religious men fent by

the king to preach to them, and to inftru^ them in

our holy faith ; and all thefe, of their own free-will,

without any recompence or gratuity, became Chrif-

tians, and continue to be fo ; and his majeily having

deceived them gracioufly under his prote£Hon, has

commanded that they (hould be treated in the fame

manner as his other fubjefls and vaffals. You are

bound and obliged to aft in the fame manner. There-

fore I now entreat and require you to conOder atten-

tively what I have declared to you ; and that you may

more perfedly comprehend it, that you take fuch time

as is reafonable, in order that you may acknowledge

the Church as the fupcrior and guide of the univerfe,

and likcwife the holy father called the Pope, in his

own right, and his majefty by his appointment, as

king and fovereign lord of thefe iflands, and of the

Tierra Firme ; and that you confent that the aforefaid

' holy


