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At a few miles' distnucc thnn our farm, we had

some intelligent Enghsh neighbour!*, of a higher

class ; but they were always .>s(; busily occupied with

their I'armiug operations that they iiad little leisun;

or inclination for that sort of easy intercourse to

which we had been accustomed. If we called in the

forenoon, we generally found our neighbour hard at

work in the fields, and his wife over head and ears iu

her domestic occupaticms. We had to ring the bell

repeatedly before we could gain admittance, to allow

her time to change her ordinary dress. Long before

this could be ett'eeted, or we could enter the door,

sundry reconnoitring parties of the children would

peep at us round the corners of the house, and then

scamper off to make their reports.

It seems strange that sensible people should not

at once see the necessity of accommodating their

habits to their situation and circumstances, and re-

ceive their friends without appearing to be ashamed

of their employments. This absurdity, however, is

happily confined to the would-be-genteel people in

the country, who visit in the towns, and occasionally

are ambitious enough to give large parties to the

aristocracy of the towns. The others, who do not

pretend to vie with the townspeople iu such follies,

are a great deal more easy and natural in their man-

ners, and more truly indej)endent and hospitable.


