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fit .for fugar, as all the other iflands put toge-

ther almoll ; befiues the vaft quantities of

ind'gOy and other commodities tr»at come from

it. By this ifland alone, which the French

hrtve fettled fince the treaty of Utrecht, they

have gained a greater trade perhaps, than all

they had before that treaty ; by which they

arc now able to vye with us fo much in

trade and commerce every where, and to do

fo much mifchief.

Notwithftanding this, the French Hill en-

deavour to enlarge their dominions in the

Iflands ; have feizeii the ifland of St. Lticia^

and lay claim to all the other neutral iflands,

St. Vincent y Dominica., and 'Tobago ; and will

no doubt take the firft opportunity to fecure

them, if th'^y have not in a great meafure

already, by means of that ftrong fortrefs they

have on the ifland of St. Lucia, that is reck-

oned to be one of the mod impregnable ot

any in America, from which they are always

ready to march out, and make a conqueft of

all the iflands round it.

All this power and vaft trade, the French

have gained chiefly by means of the ifland of

Hifpaniola {St. Domif^go they call it for a blind)

'«the largcfl:, moft convenient, and mofl: fruit-

ful of all the fugar-iflands ; which they feizcd

entirely by fraud and artifice, and hold it only

ifronri ufurpation. The Englifla were formerly

at


