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formidable attack." He made a solid breastwork to

defend his camp; and as reinforcements arrived, set

them at bnilding a fort on a rising ground by the

lake. It is true tliat just after tlie battle he was

deficient in stores, and hud not bateaux enough to

move liis whole force. It is true, also, that he was

wounded, and that he was too jealous of L3'man to

delegate the command to him ; and so the days passed

till, within a fortnight, his nimble enemy were in-

trenched at Ticonderoga in force enough to defy him.

Tlie Crown Point expedition was a failure dis-

guised under an incidental success. The northern

provinces, especially Massacliusetts and Connecticut,

did what they could to forward it, and after the

battle sent a herd of raw recruits to the scene of

action. Shirley Avroto to Johnson from Oswego;

declared that his reasons for not advancing were

insufficient, and urged him to push for Ticonderoga

at once. Johnson replied that he had not wagons

enough, and that his troops were ill-clothed, ill-fed,

discontented, insubordinate, and sickly. He com-

plained that discipline was out of the question,

because the officers were chosen by popular election;

that many of tliem w'cre no better than the men,

unfit for command, and like so many "heads of a

mob."i The reinforcements began to come in, till,

in October, there were thirty-six hundred men in the

camp; and as most of them wore summer clothing

1 Shirlpfi to Johnson, 19 September, 17o5. fhid., 24 September,

17-">5. Johnson to Shirlei/, 22 September, 17-")5. Johnson to Phipps, 10

October, Yibb (Massachiisotts Arcliivos).
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