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x68 The History, &c.

were formed, thcv were fo durable, that many
of them ftill fubfift in difierent parts of l^erii,

lonsj after every monument, that might have
conveyed to us any idea of the domeftic Ibte of

the other American nations, h;is vanifhed from
the face of the earth. It was in the temples

confccrated to the Sun, and in the buildings

dcftined for the refidence of their monarchs, that

the Peruvians difplayed the utmoft extent of

their art and contrivance. The delcriptions of

them by (ome of the Spanifh writers, who had
an opportunity of contemplating them, while,

in fomc mealure entire, might have appeared

highly exaggerated, if the ruins which ftiil re-

main, did not vouch the truth of their relations.

The unwarlike Spirit of the Peruvians wag
the moft remarkable, as well as the moft fatal

defe^fl in their characfi^er. The greater part of

the rude nations of America oppofed their in-

vaders with undaunted ferocity, though with

little condu^l or fuccefs. The Mexicans main-

tained the flruggle in defence of their liberties

with fuch perfevering fortitude, that it wai
with difficulty they triumphed over them.
Peru was fubdurd at once, and almoft without

rcfiftance ; and the moft favourable opportuni-

ties of regaininc; their freedom, and of crudiing

their opprefibrs, were loft through the timidity

#f the people.
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THE END.


