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ing the personal pronouns to the attribute or verbal stem

confirms this conclusion. In the primitive sentence the

object would have come first, then the attribute or verb,

and lastly the subject ; and the Latin credo, which has

the same origin as the Sanskrit 'srad-dadhdmi, " heart-

placing-I," is a good illustration of it. But a want came

to be felt of distinguishing between the attribute as a

mere qualificative and the attribute as a predicate, and

so while the old order remained the type of a qualifica-

tive sentence, it was reversed in predicative sentences

;

the subject was put at the beginning and the verb at the

end. This process was assisted by the division of the

sentence into two halves, one-half consisting of the sub-

ject with its dependent words, and the other half of the

verb and object ; and if we suppose that each half was

represented by a single compound, we can easily see how

ready to hand the process would have been. Indeed, the

verb seems to tix itself at the end of the sentence almost

naturally, since the deaf-mute when taught to communi-

cate with others, invariably sets the verb in this position,

the subject and object to which his thought is chiefly

directed being the first to occur to his mind. It is this

position of the verbal attribute which has established

itself in Sanskrit,Greek, Latin, Gothic, and Anglo-Saxon;

which still is the rule in German in dependent sentences,

and has only been changed in English and the Scandi-

navian and Romanic dialects through the analogy of the

substantive verb and the extended use of prepositions. A
preparation for the new arrangement of the sentence,

however, which places the object last, was already made

by the infinitive. On the one hand, the infinitive could

govern a case, and so was correctly preceded by the


