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TO THE PUBLIC.
Fellow-Britons, To thefe gallant Individuals

He will turn with a redoubled Veneration, when

He refledls that the Foundations of the firmeft

Pillars which, for a long Series of Years, have

fupported the magnificent Fabric of our Nation-

al Importance, were laid (if the Exprcffion be

allowable) in the Ocean,

Yet, howfoever needlefs it may be to dwell on

the Utility of the Work, I am bound to inform

the Public of thofe Materials which will aflift

me in the Profecution of it.

The valuable Producftions which have hitherto

appeared on this Subjeft, have not efcaped my
Notice, and will, at every proper Opportunity,

engrofs my farther Attention. 1 ftiaU often fol-

low (perhaps, with uncqvjiil Steps,) the accu-

rate and difcerning Mr. l:.^beU i on many Oc-

cafions I muft quit his I .j, and, at lafl, pro-

ceed beyond the Point at which He refted : In

cither Cafe, I hope my Progrefs will at lead be

entertaining, if not inftrudivc to Thofe who may
accompany me. The Gentleman whom I have

named is almoft the laft, and, i confefTedly, the

bed Author who hath written diffufcly on this

Matter. He muft be confidercd as (a judicious

Colledlorof the chief Varieties of Naval Hifto-

ryipro one View, and as a meritorious Candi-

date for that literary Honour which it would be

the highell Injuftice not to allow him, in this

Place.
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