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hoftilitics in 1755, was very different from that of

England : his Majefty pacified his neighbours, rcftrain-

cd his Allies, refufed the advantageous profpedt of ai

war, which was propofed to him on the continent, and

gave al^ the Powers to underftand, that his iole ambi-

tion was to rcftrain his enemies, the Englilh, within

due limits, and to maintain peace and juftice among
the Powers, who ought to regard the differences re-

fpp' ting America with the moft impartial neutrality.

The Court of London, to accomplilh their ends,

took advantage of his Majefty's equitable and pacific

condudl. She knew that one of the allies of France

might prove a lively obftacle to the eftablifhment of

peace and tranquillity, and made no doubt, but, in fe-

curing that ally, fhe fhould be able to make that houle^

which was considered as the ancient rival of France, en-

ter into all her views : but the Emprefs Queen of Hun-
gary and Bohemia, animated by the fame principles

of equity of which his Majefty gave fuch laudable

proofs, refufed the propofals of England, and rather

chofe to run the rifk of an unjuft war, which was the

natural and forefeen confequence of the treaty figned ac

Whitehall between the Kings of England and Pruilia,

than to engage in one contrary to the good faith of her

Imperial Majefty.

His Majefty and the Emprefs-Queen, previous to

the Kingof PruflTia's invafion of Saxony, entered into

an alliance on the ift of May 1756, which was purely

defenfive. Their Majefties hoped, that their alliance

would check the Bre which was ready to kindle in Ger«
many, and that it would prevent a war on the conti-

nent of Europe. They were deceived in their expec-

tations : the Court of London had armed the King of
PrufTia J nothing could reftrain a Prince whofe paQion

for war was unhappily violent : and he began it at the

end of the year 1756, by the invafion of Saxony, and
the attack of Bohemia. .' . ,

* From that time two diftindt wars fubfiftcd 5 one, of
,•' France


