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IIo tiiriis to llio olher Imsuos which have km ruisiMl. Tho chargo is muisiialK'

fe'i-ave, that of having noglcftod his duty and allowed largo sums of money to l.e

H-liiandered. An engineer is in no way answoiable for the j)olii'y adopted by the

Government in making contracts; but once a contract is entered into and i)la(ed in

his hands, he is responsible to tho fJovernment, through tho Minister of the Depart-

ment, that it bo honostiy fulfilled. It is his duty to carry out and enforce its con-

ditions, to see that the work is properly performed and full value given for the money

l)aid. It is equally his duty to do justice to the contractor, as to the public
; indeed,

to act as a judge between parties whoso views of right are not always identical. It is

moreover, his duty to submit t.) the Minister any changes, in construction or other-

wise, ho may hold to bo dcMrable, and, on oblaining the Minister's authority, to have

them carrii'd out,

Between ISU.", and 1871, tho wrilcr was Chief Knginoer of the Interclonial

Railway. From 1S71 to 18Tt), he filled the position of Engineer-in-Chief of both the

fntorcolonial and Canadian PaciHc Railways. In the latter year the Intercolonial

was opened for traffic, and the writer ceased to act as Chief Hn-Mneer. At

this date most of the difficulties connected with the Canadian Pacitic location had

been solved. Two sections, easy of construction, had boon placed under contract;

No. 13, the firstscction west of Fort William, Lake Superior, 313 miles; No II, be

first section east of .Selkirk, Rod Hiver, 77 miles.

Tho writer's health had been mudi atlected by his labours; his medical advisei-s

counselled rest, lie himself felt that abstinence from work was indispensable.

IIo applied, accordingly, for twelve months' leave of absence. So much a matter of

nocossity did this rest appear to himself, that he had determined, should tho leave

of absence not be grante<l, to resign his position, a fact perfectly capable of being

established.

Before leaving, it was arranged that the Senior Assistant, on the I'acill.' Rail-

way staff, in the writer's absence, should assume bi-i duties. Full contideuce was felt

in tho ability, experience and reliability of that ollieer, and, on tho writer's r.'L'oin-

mendation, the then Minister of the Deparlmeiit eon.-ente.i to the arrangement.

That gentleman was placed Inehaige, and be enteied on his duties with the title of

Acting Chief Engineer.
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