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* * * "'rcchiiical words iirc to )»> coiistnn'd accordiii!,' to tlicir tcclwiical incftniii^.

This is iiH uiiivcrsiil a iiiaxiiii as any tliat can In- found in iiii'is|ii'ud''n('i'.

It finds its application in internal ionui juriKpriidcncc cliidiy n|"in i|iii'.stii>iis of <{co<rra])h-

il or 1 ocal distinctions.

And Hall (I'ait II , diaj). ii., par. .'iS, p |()|,) states: -

"'riic lioundarics of Statu trrritoiy in.'iv consisl cillicr in arliitriirv lines di'awii from ono
" delinite point to aiiol her, or tlicy may lie dciined liy such niitiiral features of a country a.s

"rivers or raii;,'es of hills.

" In the latter case more than one prinei|ile of deniariNition is possilih-. ('crtaiii <{eneral

" ruies, therefoi'e, have lieen ai pled uliich provide for instances in which the ahsence of

"(express a;.;reemeut, or for other reasons, there is douKt or ii,'iioraiice as to th<^ frontier wliieli

" may Justly he claiiiieil.

" Where a iioiindaiy follows nioiintains or hills, the \vat(i(li\ide i-oustit iiti's llie frontier.

" When- it follows a ri\er ami il is," Ac.

If then the words "Ky the main chain of the llockv Mountains'' and "hy the Rocky Moun-
tains" lie admitted to have heen appropriately used hy the framers of tiw At-ts of It^.'iS, If^li.'j

tind I cSCid, there can he no doulit with ri'u'in'd to the correctness of the interpretation tiiat

construes the words ;is iiidie.itin^' a water .^hed line.

'{'here is conclusive cMdencc of another kind that hy the words "hy the main chain of the

Rocky Mountains ' and "hy the Rocky .Mountains" the Acts fif l!><')t<, lM(i.'{ and iSCiO did not

descrihe as tin easlerii lioundary to llriti.sh Columliia a line to tlie etistwan! of the watcr-slied

of the Rocky .Mounl.iiiis.

The watershed of the mountain., was the then at'iepted wcslern Koundaiy of Ixupert's

Land, held hy the lliidsons l!ay CJoiupiiny; and the (!o\ ernnieiit and I'ailiainent desired not

to interfere with the territory held hy tlie comiiany under charter until aiiii<'iihli' airaii<,'enients

for the purpose iiad heen etlected, or until a jutlicial decision udver.se to the viditlity of the

company "s claim should he pronounced.

On the "ith July, 1S4'.I, Mr. (ihidsloiK^ had moved an address prayinj,' "that steps might
" he taken to asc('rtain the legality of th(> powers in respect to territory, I'irc., which art^, or
" rectently have liccn, claimed or exer<'ised hy the Hudson's i>ay Oonipany under the charter of

" (Jharles 11. (KiTO)," iVc, (Hansard, -'ird series, vol. cvi., page l.'i")").)

In making this mt^tion, Mr. (jladstone said (page l.'i")?):--

"The terms of the motion weri' sutliciently clear to render it manifest that its ohject \va.s

"to secure ti full iinil ]ierfect hut nlso a dispassionatt^ ompiiry, not into the jiow-ers wliich tlio

" Hudson's I'ay Company might jiossess, n<it into any almse of their powers wiiich might liavo

" hetm iilleged agiiinst them, whether truly or untruly, or any complaints against them,

"whether properly oi' improperly, hut sinijily and dryly to the legality of thosi^ powers. * *

"Those who would advise Her Majesty's (ioveriiment as to their cour.se, and who would
" he, he presumed, the law otHcers of the Crown, might ajiproadi this ([uestion without the
" recollection of any hostile dehate or controversy upon it, but miglit regard it aa one esseii-

" tially judicial." * *

And again (pag<! l.'Uil), "he liiid distinctly said that he did not wish to weaken the cora-

" piiny or raise any preju<lices at all against their titl(\ It app(^ared to him, after so much
"had lieeii stiid, that it was fair to the com|)any themselves that this title should be invest!
" gated ; and if the result was satisfactory, th(^ company wciuld gretitly iKUiulit from the
" (!iupiiry;" and (jiagc? 1.'{(J2), "upon the (juestion tlieii before the House in relation to the old
" territories "

(/. c, Rupert's Land, contradistinguislud from Vancouver's island and territory

held under license) "they were hapiiily all unanimously agreed."

In making a return to tins address thus moved by Mr. (iladstone, the Ciovernment gave
the opinion of the Law Otticers of the Crown (Parliamentary Papers 542 of 1850, page 7, No. 4,

Annexure 0), and (p. I'd, No. 15, para. 5, and j). \b, No. 19, para. 3) the Colonial Otlice reicorded

that it was obliged to a.ssuiiie the opinion of the Law Othcers of the Crown, in favour of the

Company, to he well founded.

(.)n the 5th February, 1857, tlic Kt^cretary of State for the Colonies, Mr. Labouchere,
moved for a Select Coimiiittee to consider- the state of the country under the Hudson's Bay
Company, with a view to its pos.siblo colonization, and then said (Hansard, ."Jrd Series, Vol.

cxliv., p. 220) "As however that proceeding" (a reference to tlu; Judicial Committee of the

Privy ('ouiicil proposi'd in 1849) " would involvt; considerable expense, the persona opposing
" the Company declined to carry the mattei further, and he was therefore justified in saying


