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In all hisiuiy tliure is no dmma of more ti-rril)!''

interest than that which terminated with the total (l<>-

struction of Jerusalem. Had the whole Jewish nation

j(jined in the desperate resistance made by a section of it

to the overwhelming strength of Rome, the world would

have had no record of truer patriotism than that dis-

played by this small people in their resistanc*; U) the

forces of the mistress oi the world. Unhap})ily the re-

verse of this was the case. Except in the defence of Jota-

pata and Gamala, it can scarcely be said that the Jewish

people as a body offered any serious resistance to the arms

of Rome. The defenders of Jerusalem were a mere frac-

tion of its population, a fraction composed almost entirely

of turbulent characters and njbber bands, who fouj^ht with

the fury of desperation, after having placed themselves

beyond the pale of forgiveness or mercy by the deeds of

uiiutteraV)le cruelty with which tlu;y had desolated tln^

city before its siege by the Romans. They fought, it

is true, with unHinchinf«: couraye, a courat-c never sur-

passed in history, but it was the courage of dcspjiir,

nnd its result was to brini^ destruction upon the whoK.'

population as well as upon themselves. Fortunately tin;

narrative of Josephus, ,in eye-witness of the events which
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