
4 Address to the Churches.

fact that the earth with all its potentialities is the gift of (lod to his

children ? A religion that seeks to secare all the benefits and
rewards of an advancing civilization to those who bear the inirden of

begetting and supporting that civilization, or a religion that secures

the benefits of civilization to the full and overflowing to those, who
not merely contribute nothing whatever to its maintenance, but who
by their mischievous dog-in-the-manger sj)eculations, often stand in

the way of its progress ? A religion that demands obedience before

sacrifice, or a religion that substitutes charity for justice ana cast-off

clothing for the princii)les of righteousness !

Is it not vain to expect men to join with enthusiastic devotion in

the propagation of a professed religion that unfortunately ignores the

highest claims of religion, that repeats, *' Our ]^\ather who art in

heaven," but ignores the fatherhood on e;irth, that initiates its service

with "Dearly beloved br^ithren," and then splits society into lordlings

and serfs, that enjoins honesty and then fosters and rewards despoil-

ing speculations, that with the lips extols peace and unity, love and
justice, but, alas ! alas ! maintains in operation lorces that beget hos-

tility and discord, strikes and lockouts, riots and labor wars?

The universal and unvarying testimony of the ages endorses the

truth, "As ye sow, so shall ye also reap." To sow the seeds of injus-

tice and to expect the fruits of righteousness, to plant the apples of

discord and then to look for the fruits of peace, is to look for limpid

purity in the stream, while maintaining putrescent corruption in the

fountain, it is to look for grapes from thorns and figs from thistles.

With all respect we submit to you these thoughts as transcend-

antly the most important to which we could call your attention.
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