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carry thousands of tourists both east and west across this 
beautiful part of our country every year.

stand it with certain moderation by his colleague from Saan­
ich—Gulf Islands. Does he rather agree with the position taken 
by his colleague from Red Deer who suggested for the reasons 
that some of us have enunciated that there is a very important 
humanitarian role for the United Nations to play and that Canada 
should—

The population is divided equally between the city of Moose 
Jaw and surrounding small towns of about 70 small towns and 
villages. It has been my privilege to visit every one of these 
towns over the last few months and to listen to the concerns and 
the ideas of rank and file Canadians of every political stripe.The Deputy Speaker: Very briefly, please. The leader of the 

Reform Party.
As mentioned by other hon. members before me, we also had 

some famous people who came to this place before me. The 
great John Diefenbaker represented part of my riding during his 
years as Prime Minister. We are also home to the world famous 
Snowbirds at the Canadian Forces Base 15 Wing in Moose Jaw. 
Yes, we are indeed proud Canadians in the heartland of Sas­
katchewan.

Mr. Manning: Mr. Speaker, that is a complex question.

First, the Reform Party is not taking a position on this 
particular issue. We have encouraged our members to speak 
their own views and the views of their constituents.

I would suggest to the hon. member though that the positions 
that have been expressed by these various members are reconcil­
able. I think there is a desire to participate in this peacekeeping 
role subject to certain conditions and I think the debate among 
us is on what those conditions should be.

I am here today also to speak on a subject that is of great 
concern to me. It is a subject that I feel very close to in many 
ways. Early this century my grandparents emigrated from 
Croatia to this great country of ours. They came here, like 
millions of others, to escape political persecution and oppres­
sion. They felt locked into a political system that gave them no 
alternative but to leave.Some would say that those conditions cannot be made and 

therefore we should withdraw. Others would go along with 
imposing other conditions. I think the debate among us is not 
whether to withdraw or not to withdraw, but whether to stay or 
withdraw in accordance with certain conditions.

I too have felt that same urgent desire for political change, but 
here in Canada, unlike my grandparents in Croatia, I do not need 
to run away. I am very thankful that I can stay here and become 
part of the vast political change that is sweeping this nation.

• (1640)

As I mentioned before, I feel very close to the subject matter 
here today. Like my friend, the hon. member for Cambridge, my 
family’s roots are deep in the war tom region that we know as the 
former Yugoslavia.

Mr. Allan Kerpan (Moose Jaw—Lake Centre): Mr. Speak­
er, on this seventh day that the 35th Parliament has been sitting, 
I want to join my colleagues in congratulating you on your 
election. You and your colleagues have really helped me and 
others to become oriented with the procedures of this Chamber. The history of this area is long and troubled. If one looks back 

on the last 100 years one sees that each generation carries the 
same hatred and mistrust of the one before it. That in itself is 
reason enough to convince me that our involvement in the area 
represents an almost impossible challenge. There are no good 
guys or bad guys in this war. Each side is responsible to some 
degree for the problems that we see daily. That has always been 
the case.

I also want to thank many others who have made a tremendous 
contribution in allowing me to be here in this House. I could not 
be here without the unfailing support and love of my parents, my 
wife Melanie, our four children, Joshua, Tyrel, Stephanie and 
Danille, and many other dear friends who I want to salute here 
today.

The small town where I live has, over the past 90 years, had 
the distinction of being the new home for a great many immi­
grants from the former Yugoslavia. In Canada, Kenaston has the 
highest number of former Yugoslavian residents per capita 
living outside of their homeland.

I want to thank the people of Moose Jaw—Lake Centre for the 
honour of representing them here in Ottawa. As many have 
mentioned before me, today’s politicians are not always viewed 
with the greatest amount of respect. My goal here in this 35th 
Parliament is to do my part to put back the honour in the term 
honourable member.

In the last few months I have had the opportunity to be 
directly involved with three gentlemen and their families who 
have emigrated from the former Yugoslavia to Canada. I have 
come to know these men and their families personally. Their 
backgrounds as well as their ideas are varied. One gentleman is a 
Croat, one is a Muslim Croat and the other is a Serbian Croat.

I represent the riding that has often been called the heartland 
of Saskatchewan. Moose Jaw—Lake Centre is surrounded by 
nine other federal ridings. It is truly prairie country with 
agriculture being the primary industry. The Trans-Canada and 
the Yellowhead highways run directly through our riding and


