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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Wednesday, November 28, 1973

The House met at 2 p.m.

[English]
PRIVILEGE

MR. REYNOLDS—ANSWER BY IMMIGRATION MINISTER
CONCERNING OBTAINING OF DOCUMENTS RESPECTING
JOHN MEIER BY UNITED STATES AUTHORITIES

Mr. John Reynolds (Burnaby-Richmond-Delta): Mr.
Speaker, I rise on a question of privilege involving
answers given to me yesterday by the Minister of Man-
power and Immigration (Mr. Andras) in the case of John
Meier and documents concerning him that ended up in
the hands of the United States Attorney’s office. The
minister stated that Meier’'s documents were given to the
internal revenue people in the United States when in fact
it has been made public knowledge since then by the
minister’s own department that these documents were
passed directly to the U.S. Attorney’s office. In his answer
to my question yesterday the minister said this could not
be possible, that the only reason documents were passed
back and forth between the two governments on a normal
basis was so that the man’s application could be checked
out by the internal revenue service.

It would seem to me there is a lot more involved in this
whole story. If you agree with me, Mr. Speaker, that I have
a question of privilege based on the minister’s answer
yesterday and the statement made by his staff since then,
I would hope that this whole matter could be referred to a
committee of the House for further investigation, because
when personal documents concerning a resident of
Canada are passed to a foreign government I think all
Canadians deserve to know exactly what is happening in
this regard.

Some hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. The hon. member for Burna-
by-Richmond-Delta has given the Chair the notice
required by the Standing Order. I have given the matter
some thought and I really do not think I can agree with
the hon. member that a motion should be put to the House
to send this grievance to a committee of the House. I
would refer hon. members to Citation No. 113 of Beau-
chesne’s Fourth Edition. I will not read it at length, but I
would refer particularly to one line which has been quoted
on a number of occasions in the past:

But a dispute arising between two members, as to allegations of
facts, does not fulfil the conditions of parliamentary privilege.

On this basis I do not think the Chair would be well
advised or supported by precedents and the rules in allow-
ing a motion to be put at this time.

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS

[ English]
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

TABLING OF MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING ON
UNITED NATIONS EMERGENCY FORCE IN MIDDLE EAST
BETWEEN CANADA AND UNITED NATIONS’ SECRETARY

GENERAL

Hon. Mitchell Sharp (Secretary of State for External
Affairs): Mr. Speaker, I wish to table the text of a Novem-
ber 23 memorandum of understanding on the United
Nations Emergency Force between Canada and the Secre-
tary General of the United Nations.

ENERGY

REPORTED DIVERSION OF OIL SHIPMENTS DESTINED TO
CANADA—REQUEST FOR UNANIMOUS CONSENT TO MOVE
MOTION

Mr. Lorne Nystrom (Yorkton-Melville): Mr. Speaker, I
should like to propose a motion under Standing Order 43
which I think all hon. members can support. It arises from
recent reports that several large foreign owned oil compa-
nies have diverted oil shipments contracted for the
Canadian market. Therefore I move, seconded by the hon.
member for Saskatoon-Biggar (Mr. Gleave):

That the Minister of Energy, Mines and Resources table a list of
the companies which he knows to be involved in such diversions,

an estimate of the total amount of oil involved, and any additional
information which he has on these contracts.

Mr. Speaker: The motion proposed by the hon. member
requires the unanimous consent of the House. Is there
unanimous consent?

Some hon. Members: Agreed.

Some hon. Members: No.

Mr. Speaker: There is not unanimity and the hon. mem-
ber’s motion cannot be put.
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