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ing the latter with so much secrecy, s0 that
nothing would transpire gave us a legitimate
hope that we cauld expeet a plea.snnt sur-
prise; unfortunataly it was flot the case and
the whole atlair is greatly ta ha regretted.

Indeed, sir, what advantages do wa derive
from these trade agreements? Wle are en-
titled ta know.

We quite percaive, as wa examina them, the
dasire and gûod wvill shown ta tightan the
tics betwaen the mother country and its
colonies; wa find, in this respect, tariff
changes on hundreds of items, having as
principla and foundation British preference
and protection, the evarlasting chant of the
Prime Minister and his friands.

We ara awara that protection as advocatad
and enforced by a political party-history
supports my contc'ntion-has always resultad
in protecting the large interests ta the datri-
ment of the masses, and that, as a fact,' the
larger numbar of the population, the con-
sumars have always had ta suifer from such
a policy.

If we look back and study the past, wa hava
ta -admit that aach ýtime we had a Conserva-
tive and protectionist administration, the
country's aifairs wara jeopardized and distrust
crapt over the population, while on the athar
hand, we have always sean eonfidenca raturn
and aifairs imprave undar Liberal administra-
tians.

This is sa true, sa aevident that the people,
at presenit, greatly desira a change of gov-
ernment. That is at laast what wa hear ra-
peated in numerous centres, and the gaverfi-
ment is well awara of this fact. I do not
know whether it is the fear of losing power
that prompts the government ta inforos us,
through its ministers, that an appeal ta the
people cannat taka place bel are twa or three
years.

At all avents, the people ara waiting, and I
feel certain that, whcn the time cames ta
give thieir verdict, they will clearly show by
thair vote, and this withaout any ambiguity,
that they have had more than enough af aur
opponents' protective policy. 'If the agree-
ments that we ara requested ta approve
clearly show that industries will ha pro-
tacted, do they also take inta account aur
rural population and the raquiramants af aur
farming classes? Is thara 'anything in thasa
agreements ta indicate that the govarament
is aware of the needs -af this class, the most
important of society and, today, the inost
afactad inits aconomie hIfe?

Are thera any clauses inserted in these
agreements ta make us think that this im-
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portant class, of aur population, will receive
before long its quota of protection?

Since it is a question of protection for ail,
let us protect these people who are at the
very foundation of our institutions and who
constitute the active asset of this country,
lat us protect the farmer before protecting
others. Do wa find anything in thasa agree-
ments which points ta the protection of farm-
ing? There is absolutaly nothing. And if
we scrutinize thasa agreements, item by item,
we flnd that farmers have been entirely
ncglected, thýose upýon whom. we dapend, the
only class which should be protected.

Mr. BOUCHARD (Translation): Hear,
heur!1

Mr. VBRVILLE (Translation): Unfortu-
nately. the prospect of the farmars receiving
protection is very slight and uneertain. Yet
the contrary should be the case.

I reside in a farming community, I know
their raquirements and I arn aware of the
financial situation of many of thom. 1 can
stata with knowledge that, owing to the very
low prices farmars obtain for their produets
and the too high prices they must pay for
rnanufactured articlýes, which they require for
farming, it is impossible, notwithstanding pro-
digies of thrift of which they are capable and
do practice, ta make bath ends meet.

Take. for instance, the case -of farmers, as
a whole, who throughout last summer, bacause
of the ridiculously low prices they obtained
for butter and cheese, earned 7 cents per day,
by -milking the cows twice a day, feeding
themn and moreaver carrying the milk ta the
butter 'or chease factory; this represents 50
cents a week for each cow. Doa you not think
that these conditions «re not discouraging and
of a nature ta uttcrly crush the energies of
aur farming class which is flot exacting, it is
true, but which is entitled neverthless ta a
living ýwage and the government's protection.

Mr. DORION (Translation) : Especial'ly,
as regards the provincial government.

Mr. VERVILLE (Translation) : This is one
case in a thousand which I could quota, but
I think it is unnecessary ta do so, because
na ana in the bouse should ignore the sad
conditions which aur farmers have ta contend
with.

My hion. friend frein Quebec-Montmagny
will permit me ta think that he is fully
aware of the situation which 1 have just
described.

Mr. DORION (Translation): Taschereau is
aware of it.


