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cated and sometitues unnecessarily slow
civilian sYstem, where what he may desire
and inideed, what he may be ab'solutely
entitled to, cannot be obtained without
endless delay. Possibly the influence of
the'returning soldier, trained in a speedy,,
simplified, clarified form of administration,
may have a salutary effect. on soine of our
governinent depariments, and on. our sys-
tom of lii e generally.

Every precaution shoùld ba taken s0
that neediess and harassing delays should
not be imposed on our returning soldiers,

wIýare anxious to get adjusted into civil-
ian lits as quickly as possible. Our sol-
diers should not be hampered aud irritated
by red tape and -unnecessary rules. These
are purely matters of procédure, but are
eq.ually important in their resuits with
questions of principle or legal rights.

The immédiate and piessing que§tion is
that of employment. Canada owes an ab-
solute duty to its soldiers to furnish them
with employruent as soon as they are res.dy
for it. Ail probleme centre about thisone.
Among our haîf million soldiers are men
capable of filling every position 'under the
control of, any governiment. Every open-
ing in every goveruiment service, be it
military or civil, should be ,filled by a re-'
turned soldier. Provision must be made, and
in the Government's building programme
is being made to furnish additional employ-
ment. Each lesser goveruing body should
have a similar policy and programme,
and each employer of labour should, if ha-
is wrorthy of citizenship, make every pos-
siblý provision to employ soldiers. Mauy
civiliaus employed'iu the place of soldiers
shoi4d, if necessary, be dismissed.

luI this I feel that I am not stating the
case too strongly but arn simply enunciat-
iug the principle that our soldiers have ail
absolute right to be absorbed into our. eco-
nomie life, aud to have au opportunity to
be respected and useful citizens, without
any handicap ou account of service over-
seas. TUhis principle cannot ba too clearly
uuderstood by the peopla of Canada.

The Goverumeut is to be congratulated
on the recant Ordar in Council daaliug with
land settlement. ' Our great 'Tesource is
our uudeveloped agricultural land. We
wish this land developad by patriotie
Canadiaus, not by the people of othar
lands who are not in sympathy with our
national ideals, and I hope that any
scheme preseuted by the 'Government to
inake available our western lands wifl
made adéquate raservation for flot only our
soldiers, but the soldiers of other parts of
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the British Empire. In Western, Canada,
especially, there are hundre5 ls, if not thou-
sauds, o! returued soldiers ready for the ~
developroant of the Govarninent's scherte,
sud 1 hope that it will be proceeded with
with ail possible spreed.

The Goverument will present a Bill i-
proving sud consolidating tha Orders iu
Council -dealing with pensions. Many.
laudable improvaments were made iu the-
recent Order in iCouncil passed, in January,
last, and doubtless additional improve-

-moents will be included iu the coming Bill.
1 feel that this Goverument should be

congratulatad on the splendid manuar lu
which they directed the energies o! the
people during the last four- years of war
and on grappling s0 vigorously with the
problems arising iu this period of recon-
struction But no Goverument alone could
successfully salve either the problems of
the war or the problems which are at
present before us. During the four years
of war they had the co-operation sud as-
sistance of ah the people of Canada, and
I believe that they may rýely on similar sup-
port and assistance now.

I thank you, Mr. Speaker, and the Housa
for your courteous attention aud for the
patence with which you have listened to
my reinarks.

Mr. ROBERT JAMES MANION (Fort
William sud Rainy River): Mr. Speaker,
the duty has devolved upon me, though
I fear that I shaîl all too feably perforn
that duty, of supportin1g my hon. colleegue
from Calgary East ('Mr. T). L. Redman),
who bas moved the presentation of an
Address in reply to the speech of Éis Ex-
cellency the Governor General.

I should first like to congratulate the
pravious speaker on the very eloquent sud
able nhauner lu which hie performea bis
task. Then I wish to thank the Acting
Prime Minister and the Goverument on
behaîf -of my canstitueuts in the district
of Fort William and Rainy River for the,
signal houour which has been couferrcd
upon them in the choosing of their repre-
sentative ta second the Address lu reply to
the speech from the Throna.

Sir, it has been the general custom lu
past Parliameuts o! Canada since Confed-
eration, though not the invariable austOiri,
that the secondiug of this motion be given
in the French lauguage. This culstom-
has however, been ideviated from on
quite a few occasions, the mosti "aCent
being in the Parliament ci 1906
wheu 'the, Address was moved 15y Mr.
W. E. Knowles, representing West Assini-
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