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pride in our great a.nd growing cities, Ilut
we should be poor citizens if we did not
try Vo mitigate and avert the attendant
evils which follow undesirable expansion
in this direction.

As thi-s question is so intimately related
to, the purposes and objecta of the Bill, I
shall venture to give the House the isets
and figures as they relate to Canada.
Total population-

1901.... .... .... .... ... 5,871,8 15
1911.............7,204.88

Increaffe, 84.13 par cent.
*Eastern tWestern
Canada. Canada.

Total population-
1901 .. .... ... 4,725,798 645,517
1911.. .. ...... 5,468,941 1,740,897

Increase . 738,143 1,095,M8
Per cent . . 16. 170.

Urban population-
1901 .. .... ... 1,813,882 207,'967
1911.. .. .. ... 2,M,228 681,Î16

InereSse . . 785,W96 478,249
Per cent . . 43-3 227-

Rural population~
1901 .... ...... 2,911,966 437 ,550
,1911.......2,M6.718 1,059,6S

Decrease ... 47,253 Incr's 622,1.51
Por cent ... .6 149.

It will be noted that the significait, fact
in these figures is that in spite Of the great
increase in the rural population of West-
ern Canada there is sVîll a niuch greater
increase in the urban population.

If this process goes on indefinàtely where
wi.Il it land usP Into what danger shal
we he plunged? Hunger and want in big
chties are tragic enough, but neither so
tragic, ner Bo pitiful, as would be deserted
fields and a barren countryside. There
can be no health in the cities withLoÙt cor-
responding health in the country. To put
it in George W. Russell's words: 'Our
princes and captains cf industry with al
they control-the high built factories and
titanic rnills-might ahl disappear without
man disappearing, but cnt away men frein
the fielde and the fruits of the earth and
in six months there will be silence in the
streets.'

We, then, in this Parliament who are
making the laws cf the nation may well
ask ourselves: in what way can we best
solve Ïhese questions cf great national con-
cern? -It will not be denied that the safe-
guarding cf its producing classes ie a
matter cf prirnary and fundanental im-
portance Vo the nation. But in regard Vo
the agricultural life of our country it is
noV alone a betterment of economic
conditions that we shoul-d aimi at, but
something finer-the creation of a rural

* ntario, quebee, New Brunswick, Nova
Scotia and Prince Ediward Island.

t Manibeoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta, Britleh

civilization which will at once ensure a
f uller and happier lie to those ini its rnidst,
and prove a source and fount of strength
to the state itself.

In so far as this federal Government is
concerned, we have corne to the conclusion
that we can best help on this great work
by freely and generously assisting thie
cause of agricuitural education. If we are
told that this is an innovation, we answer
that it is the people's money, drawn from
them, and that it is noV only defensible
but desiruible th-at such maney should be
spent in what we believe eo Lte most
efficient way to attain thae objects rçferre-d
to. In choosing education or instruction
as a. desirable line which federal expendi-
ture should tak-e we are following the best
methods of the most progressive countries.
Practically no advance was made in agri-
culture in the great Gerinan nation until
the systern of secondary and elementary
agricultural instruction was organized dur-
ing the second hall of the last century.

At the present time in Germany there
is no hranch of agriculural production for
which specisi facilities for instruction are
not provided, and the world knows the
resuits. As to Great Britain the House is
aware of the marvellous work of regenera-
tion earried on in Ireland through the
Board of Agriculture organized in 1899.
Sir Horace Plunkett was its moving spirit.
Instruction for the farmers and co-opera-
tion were the ineans then adopted and stili
carried on so successfully. In 1909 the
British Parliament set aside £M0,000 a
year for five years to give further assist-
ance ln England, Seotland and Ireland
to agriculture, roade and fisheries. With
t.hese funds the Development Commission
ba-s been assisting agricultural coileges,
encouraging many lines of direct instruc-
tion and providing for agricultural research.
Denmark is frequently referred to as the
most progressive and moat prosperous of
purely agricultural countries. After being
shorn of her rich southern provinces by
Prussia, the Danish People determined Vo

rnake a supreme effort to regain their
former position and they have done s0
through two allied lines of work--co-
operation and education.

In Belgium, depletion of soil and eini-
gration of rural population became so aer-
ious that the Government in 1885 decided
Vo appoint agricultural supervisors or dis-
trict agricultural instructors. What has
been the reault? Briefly it may be
summed up thus-iucreased 'values of farm
lande, reMarkable improvement in crop
production and a steadying of the rural
population. The Belgian Minister of Agri-
culture reports that since 1885:

bushels.
W'heat has increased per acre

from...........24.54 to 28.55


