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they get absolutely no advantage froin this
amiendment ; and therefore the people do
flot get what they expect fromn the goveril-
ment or what the goveinment promised, as
I understand. My hon. friend from Yale-
CJariboo (Mr. Ross) says that the long dis-
tance lunes do flot pay. TJhe rate between
here and Toronto is $1.75 for three minutes,
and will hie say that If they have business
to keep the lunes busy ail day at that rate
it wiIl xîot pay a very heavy interest on the
cost of that line ?

Mr. DUNCAN ROSS. I 8aid long distance
lunes built over the mnountains without any
interveniag population for twenty-flve to
forty miles, conaecting towns did not pay.

Mr. SPROULE. What is ithe difference
over the mountains or in any other kind of
country so loag as the towns are the samne
distance apart ? In the operation of a uine
sucli as that to Toronto, as the business in-
creases more wlres tire added on the samie
cable, and aftter the initial expense bas been
incurred the additional expense for such ad-
ditionai wire is flot prop3)rtionately large, and
therefore if you can get sufficient business
te keep twenty wires going iastead of one,
the earniag power of the othier nineteen is
much larger, proportionately speaking, than
the earning power of the tirst one, consider-
lng the cost of the -initiai installation. What
injustice is it to the conipany 10 give that
service then if they earn moniey ? The
company makes the charge and the country
bas to, accept it, and they are not likely to
strike a rate so low that it wvill nut pay
Interest on the investiment. Is il tlue tact
that the Bell Telephoae Company is not
paying interest to-day ? The tact that its
stock is selliag at 160 is the best evidence
it is a paying concera.

1 say agaîn that this proposal does not
meet the case, that the country is not satis-
fied. I do not care wbether the Minister of
Agriculture or the 'Minister of Public Works
says il, it makes ho diff ereace, the people
of the country knoýw what they want, and
they know Ibis will uiot meet the require-
ments. Giving my bionest and candid
opinion, 1 would say that every one of
these various amendments bas beeu drawn
by the solicitor of the Bell Teleplione Comn-
pany, and they are drawn for their pur-
poses and not for the benefit of the public.
The government deiayed 10 draw a new
clause, and they have now brought down
one no better than the othier; 1 can see no
Improvement lan the one of to-niglit over
that of last nîglit. I say, taking into con-
sideration the provision in this that you
shall not allow connection between local
lines and the local service of tfie Bell uine,
that that practically makes it, in my judg-
ment, almost as bad as though you allowed
no connection whatever. It wîli be no
better for the farmers of the country, who,
above ail others, desire to have the advant-
age of better connection than tbey bave at

present, and they wili not thank the govern-
ment for giving them what they are giving
them to-night, because it is something of
very littie value.

Mr. PRINGLE. 1 quite conceive that the
subject we are dealing with is one of a
great deal of difficulty. I was a member of
the special committee which had occasion
to look inito Ibis matter. The ameudment
as proposed by the hion. Minister of Public
Works is one the principle of which was flot
supported la the committee. The boa. min-
ister bas said, wvby sliould you deprive this
company of the property whicb they have
built up with their money and their brains ?
and then bie proposes an amend-ment by
which hie purposes 10 deprîve theni ot a
large portion of their profit. He us willîng
to leave with themi tbe right to use their
local telephone lines la the different cities
towns and villages, but bie practically pro-
poses 10 confiscate their long distance uine.
Now, a great deal bas been said bere lit
regard 10 the public interest. I feel.- as
mucli as any one that our great aim in le-
gisiation should be 10 legisînte in the in-
terest of the public ; but surely the men
who have invested their money la this coin-
pany, the men who 100k the rlsk some years
ago, whea. the telephone business was ia
the experirnental stage, andi have gone on
putting tlieir moaey into' this enterprîse
from year to year until to-day there is some
$12 000,000 iavested la, t1e Bell Telephone
Comýpany of Canada, the stock of -ývbich is
heid by investors fromi one end of Ibis Do-
minion 10 the otber-surely these mea de-
serve 10 be coasidered betore we pass any
such radical legislation as is proposed biere.
I kaow that bon, gentlemen wili say : we
are going 10 take their long distance lune,
but we are goiug 10 compensate them. 1 do
flot otten waisb 10 look 10 wbat bas happea-
ed la the country 10 the soutb of us ; but 1
Elnd that the American Telephone Company
bave expended an enormous amount of
money la the United States, and are giviug
to-day the best telephone service that is
given la the world. 1 bad an opportunity
this atternoon of reading an article written
by a London engineer, comparing the tele-
phone services in London, New York, Paris
and Madrid, and hie gave the American sys-
tem the credît of being the hast telephone
.system la the worid. To show that il is
a good telephonie system. we flnd thI the
Americani Telephone Company bave one
telephDne for every 42 inhabitants ;and you,
have 10 remember that Ihere are in the
Unitedi States no less than 5,000 indepea-
dent systeins, giving some 7,500 public ex-
changes, and having some 8,000 switch-
boards and some 2,000,000 subsaribers ; and
I ask the hou. xnember for South York If ha
caa point 10 one Instance la the United
States where they bave compelled physical
connection sueb as is being asked for la this
case. 1 say that hae cannot. There is- only
one sta9ta la the United States that lias
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