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Article 43 - Status and withdrawal of reservations

1 A Party that has made a reservation in accordance with Article 42 may wholly or partially 
withdraw it by means of a notification addressed to the Secretary General of the Council of 
Europe. Such withdrawal shall take effect on the date of receipt of such notification by the 
Secretary General. If the notification states that the withdrawal of a reservation is to take effect 
on a date specified therein, and such date is later than the date on which the notification is 
received by the Secretary General, the withdrawal shall take effect on such a later date.

2 A Party that has made a reservation as referred to in Article 42 shall withdraw such 
reservation, in whole or in part, as soon as circumstances so permit.

3 The Secretary General of the Council of Europe may periodically enquire with Parties that 
have made one or more reservations as referred to in Article 42 as to the prospects for 
withdrawing such reservation(s).

Article 44 - Amendments

1 Amendments to this Convention may be proposed by any Party, and shall be communicated 
by the Secretary General of the Council of Europe to the member States of the Council of 
Europe, to the non-member States which have participated in the elaboration of this 
Convention as well as to any State which has acceded to, or has been invited to accede to, this 
Convention in accordance with the provisions of Article 37.

2 Any amendment proposed by a Party shall be communicated to the European Committee on 
Crime Problems (CDPC), which shall submit to the Committee of Ministers its opinion on 
that proposed amendment.

3 The Committee of Ministers shall consider the proposed amendment and the opinion submitted 
by the CDPC and, following consultation with the non-member States Parties to this 
Convention, may adopt the amendment.

4 The text of any amendment adopted by the Committee of Ministers in accordance with 
paragraph 3 of this article shall be forwarded to the Parties for acceptance.

5 Any amendment adopted in accordance with paragraph 3 of this article shall come into force on the 
thirtieth day after all Parties have informed the Secretary General of their acceptance thereof.

Article 45 - Settlement of disputes

1 The European Committee on Crime Problems (CDPC) shall be kept informed regarding the 
interpretation and application of this Convention.

2 In case of a dispute between Parties as to the interpretation or application of this Convention, 
they shall seek a settlement of the dispute through negotiation or any other peaceful means of 
their choice, including submission of the dispute to the CDPC, to an arbitral tribunal whose 
decisions shall be binding upon the Parties, or to the International Court of Justice, as agreed 
upon by the Parties concerned.


