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a The government of Canada has made a commitment to, open its

foreign policy to ail Canadians. This is particularly important in the
areas of criminal justice and human rights. In the fast year, the
Government of Canada has established the Canadian Centre for
Foreign Policy Development and the John Holmes Fund to support
discussion of foreign policy issues among Canadians.

0 Today's forum was made possible by a financial contribution from the
Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade. There has
already been several other events held in Canada, over the fast year,
many of them dealing specifically with the subject of peacebuilding
and including a national forum in Ottawa, at the beginning of February
1997.

* However, previous consultation meetings have not tended to focus
specifically on justice related issues as they pertain to the
peaoebuilding process.

0 In 1996, Min ister Lloyd Axworthy announced a new Canadian initiative
to provide Canada with the mechanisms it requires to do a better job
as part of international peaoebuilding initiatives. Canada's peace-
building initiative, supported by the Peaoebuilding Fund, aims to
increase Canada's capacity for rapid, coordinated and flexible
responses to intra-state conflicts. Sinoe then, a Canadian stand-by
roster of human rights experts has also been created to assist with the
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