
With respect to NGO participation in the process of reporting and monitoring the

domestic implementation of Canada's international human rights obligations, however,

no institutional mechanism exists. Generally speaking, NGO participation in Canada is

limited to consultations prior to the drafting of government reports, and, much later in

that particular process, to the submission of parallel reports to the competent UN organ.

It is important to point out that civil society participation need not be limited to the

process of submitting periodic counter-reports to the UN. While the examination of a

report at the UN provides a unique opportunity to review the progress made since the

previous report, civil society participation should be an ongoing process, allowing for

monitoring and assessing Canada's performance on a permanent basis, even when no

report to the UN is due.

This paper discusses ways of enhancing the participation of "civil society" in the

reporting and monitoring of Canada's implementation of its international human rights

obligations. Part I sets out the legal framework for civil society participation. Part Il

describes current Canadian vractice. Part III addresses the issue of reform. It argues that


