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Annex

DECLARATION ON THEE RIGETS OF PERSONS BELONGING TO NATIONAL
OR ETENIC, RELIGIOUS AND LINGUISTIC MINORITIES

*» A s,

Reaffirming that one of the basic aims of the United Natiozns, as
preclaimed in its Charter, iz to promote and exncourage respect for human
rights end for fundamental fresdoms for all, without distinction as te race,
sex, language or religion,

Reaffizming faith ip fundamertal human rights, in the dignity and worth
of the humar persoz, in the egual rights of men and women and of nations large
and small,

Desizing to promote the realization of the‘principles contained in the
Charter of the United Natioms, the Universal Declaration of Sumazn Rigkts, the
Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide., the
Interpational Convention on the Elimipation of All Forms of Racial
Discrimination, the Interanztional Covenant on Civil and Polirieal Rights, the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the
Declaraticz on the Elimination of All Formg of Intolerance and of
Disecriminatior Based on Religioz or Belief, and the Convention on the Rigots
of the Child, as well as other relevant international instruments that have
been adopted at the universal or regionazl level arnd those concluded between
individual States Members of the United Nations,

Ingpired by the provisions cf article 27 of the Internatiocmal Covenant on
Civii and Political Rights concernming the rights of persoms belongiag to
ethric, religious or linguistic minoricies, '

Copsidering that the promotion and protection of the rights of personsg
belonging to natiornal or ethnic, religious and linguistic miperities
contribute to the political and social stability of States in which cthey live,

Emphasizing that the coanstant promotior and realization of the rights of
persons belonging to national or ethnic, religious and linquistic minorities,
2s an integral part of the develnpment of society as a whole and within a
demacratic framework hased on the rule of law, would contribute to the
strengthening of friezndship and cooperaticn among peaples and States,

Congidering that the United Nations has an important role to play
regarding the protection of minorities, .

Bearing in mind the work done so far within the United Natioans system. in
particular che Commission oa Buman Rights, the Subcommission on Prevention of
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities and the bodiegs established
pursuant to the Internationzl Covenazts on Human Rights and other relevant
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