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DECLARATIos 06 RZGLTS OF PEESU2iS BELONGING TO NATIONAL
OR Sîz3i12C, RELIGIOUS AND LIriGUISTIC MINORITIES

The Gerierzi AsceTbly,

Reaffirn:inç that one of the basic Zims of the United Nations, as
procia_.ed in its Charter, is to promote and encourage respect for human
riahts and for fundamental freadoms for all, without distinction as to race,
se;, language or religion,

Rea férT=ng faith in fundameLtall human rights, in the dignity and wort-h
of the h•rnian person, in the eguzl ri3hts of men and women and of nations large
and small,

Desi;_na to arornote the real_zation of the principles contained in the

Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of 8umzn Rights, the
Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, the
International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racia3,

Discrimination, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the
lnternational. Covenant on Economic. Social and Cultural Rights, the
Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and of

Discrininatior. $Based on Religion or Belief, and the Convention on the Rights
of the Child, as well as other relevant international instruments that have
been adopted at the universal or regional level and those concluded between
individual States Members of the United Nations,

Tn;gired by the arovisions of article 27 of the international Covenant

Civil and Political Rights concerning the rights of persons belonging to
ethnzc, religious or linguistic minorities,

on

ConsideriaQ that the promotion and protection of the rights of persons
belonging to national or et'rnic, religious and linguistic minorities

contrz:oute to the politiczl and social stzbility of States in which, they live,

E- aszring that the constant promotion and realization of the rights of

persons belonging to national or ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities,

as an integral part of the development of society as a whole and within a

democratic framework based on the rule of law, would contribute to the

strengthening of friendship and cooperation among peoples and States,

Considering that the United Nations has an important role to play
regarding the protection of minorities,

Bearing in ^+ind the work done so far with:in the United Nations syster.., in

particular zhe Commission on H=an r2ights, the Subcoaanission on Prevention of

Discrimination and Protection of Minorities and the bodies established

pursuant to the International Covenants on Hum- Rights and other relevant


