CANADA /CHINA CULTURAL EXCHANGE -

The Department of External Affairs announced'today that an
1mportant ctltural exchange has been agreed to in principle by Canada
" and the People s Republlc of Chlna. Two tours are currently in nego—
“tiation: The Toronto Symphony, under: conductor Andrew Davis, will perform
1n the People s Repuollc of China commenc1ng January 1078 and the
Shangha1 Dance Troupe will be in Canaaa for a tour in the 1977-78 season.

Dates and venues of the tours w1l1 be announced at a 1ater date

P Reference to thlS exchange was ‘made in a speech dellvered today
'_by the’ Honourabre Otto Lang, Nunlster of Transoort representlng the Pere_
_Mlnlster of. Canada and the Secretary of State for External Affairs at the?'
'openlng of tne Norman. Bethune House in. Cravenhurst Ontarlo. The ceremony

was attended by a spec1al delegatlon from tho People‘" Republlc of Chlna

Now in 1ts 55thrseason, and the second year under the young
'Brltlsh V1rtuo=o AndreW’Dav1s as Music Dlrector, the Toronto Synphony is
" one of Canada s senlor orchestras w1th a w1de 1nternatlonal reputatlon'

K"galned from tours in North Anerlca, Europe and Japan.‘:

The Canadlan VlSlt by the Shanchal Dance Troupe w1ll be its first
'appearance in the western world. The company of - 150 dancers perforns traa1~

‘_ tLonal Chlnese canoe on contemporary revolutwonary themes

Thls exchange of major performrng companles from both countries,_
marks a part1cu1av 51gu1r1caqt developmcnt in the growing program Of Canada/

Chlnesercultural,relatlons.
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