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Arab-Israeli conflict rests with the parties
involved in the direct bilateral negotia-
tions. The multilateral negotiations are no
substitute for these talks.

However, the multilateral negotiations
may offer an opportunity for the parties to
acquire a vision of the tangible benefits to
be gained from an eventual overali politi-
cal settiement - a more hopeful vision of
the future for the Mddle East. Canada,
with its long-standing experience in
peacekeeping and in other areas such as
verification and aerial monitoring, and
with its developed relations with parties
throughout the region, will continue to
contnibute to the efforts of all participants
to build such a future.

As we extend our reach to encompass
regional and global security, we shoul'd
also be aware of new issues on the arms
control agenda. The dismantling of con-
ventional arsenals and weapons of mass
destruction requires the conversion of miii-
tary production to civilian uses. That in it-
self is a Herculean task, but it will not be
enough unless it is accompanied by the re-
training and democratization of the person-
nel and military forces created to bear
those weapons.

In company with other countries, Can-
ada has begun to lend its technology and
know-how to the task of conversion. We
are also playing a leading role in the estab-
lishment of an International Centre for Sci-
ence and Technology in Kiev to employ
nuclear scientists and engineers in civilian
endeavours. But it will require a massive
and concerted effort to achieve progress.
It would be an irony, indeed, if the very
success of arms control created a vast pool
of human and technological resources
which, unemployed and idle, became the
catalyst for future conflict.

Since 1989, the General Assembly and
the Disarmament Commission (UNDC)
have been placing increasing emphasis
both on regional approaches to disarma-
ment and on new and emerging issues on
the post-Cold War agenda. Through its
three regional Centres for Péace and Disar-
mament and its prograrn of conférences,
such as the one co-hosted with the Shang-
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problem requires sustained action on ail
fronts, from the strengthening of global
norms and their enforcement, through the
broadening and deepening of supplier
groups, down to the rigorous implementa-
tion of national export controls. Particular-
iy important is the work underway in the
International Atomic Enerizy Aizencv to
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