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"His Majesty first revealed his reform proposals
on February 19. When the Commi'ssion met the Prime
Minister on February 24, it declined to express any
views on ‘the broposals even when invitad to do so by
the Prime Minister, It informed the Prime Minister
that it was awaiting the official Téport. :

"This resume of events shows that the Commission

had not taken any official position on the King's plan
for constitutional changes, -
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meant to persuade the Government, before it took any
final decisions, to examine quietly and carefully
the problem whether or not the Royal reforms were
compatibie with the international obligations under- |
taken by Cambodia at the Geneva Conference, ’

"The International Commission has at no ‘time
been the recipient of complaints from any Minister
of the present Government nor has it hag any petitions
from any political party as such., It has received
a few petitions from individuals commenting on the
nature of the proposed constitutionay changes, but the
International Commission has not to date considered
these petitions.™

ABDICATION AND AFTER:

53, For a variety of reasons, most of them concerned
with developments in the interna] politieal situation in
Cambodia, King Norodom Sihanouk decided tg abdicage in
favour of his parents. An unofficial Version of his

address over the radio on March 2, announcing his decision
to abdicate, is appended as Appendix mgw Tyo official

text of the broadcast has reacheq us from authorised sources-

he had criticised. The Commission came in for eriticism
in a certain section of the foreign Presg which based
itself on misleading reports circulateg by a partieular
news agency. The charges madé-against the Commission' were:




