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CONVENTION OF U. O. M.-(Oontinued).
WAR CONDITIONS IN THE EAST.

DR. A. C. HÀWKINS (Mayor of Halifax): The outbreak:
of hostIlities found the Maritime Provinces enjoying a, full
measure of prosperity. This was particularly no ln my
own province of Nova Scotia. Tiers the coal mines were
-worlcing to full capacity. the fisherjes were yieldIng an
abundant harvest, the varlous industries. with posoibiy, a
f ew exceptions, were ail doing well. The farmners and
appie growers rejoleed ln phenomenal crope and the etty
of Halifax, the capital of the province, owing to Its grat
shipplng facilities and the fact that the Dominion Govern-
ment was apending at the rate of a million dollars a yea.r
on one enterprise, the Ocean Terminais, wan loolced upon
as the busiest and perhapa the moelt prosperous City for
its aize ln Canada.

When war was deciared and lOie cry to retrench went
forth, the Maritime Provinces kept on the even tenor of
their way. The Industrial concerne did flot reduie the
number of their employees. Houseiceepers did not dis-
charge their servants. S-iopIceepers did not dispose of their
help. "Business as usual," was the slogan. People did not
,top buying. Ini tact, they were told to bu>', to stimulate
business and the mnerchants made greater use of printer'.
lnk than ever before. The first Christmas season a.fter the.
deciaration of war was iooked upon as the busiest an(? best
ln the hIstory of the lower provinces.

Recruiting came and with It the mobIlization of men,
meaning the distribution of mnuch mone>'. Th5lï-sancds of
men were mobiized at St. John, Halifax and Charlottetown
and those cities profited direct!>' b>' the vaut sums apent
b>' the men, whiie the fariner reallzed a ready markcet and
big prices for aIl he could furnlsh.

Enlistnents made vacancles In the varions t-rqclee and
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continuance of good tines. Owing to our nearnesns to Eu-
rope we confidently look for a great demand for those
thinga whichwe can provide. Our forests are Inexhaust-
able. Our factories are prepared to furnish structural steel
and ail that goes in-to the reconstruction of a city, a rail-
way, a mine or a. factory. <We have millions of tons of
coal as yet undisturbed, and we -have a race of people
whose faces are always turned toward the sun. Therefore
we look to the future with ail confidence and at the'same
time are prepared to do Our part ln the restoration of th -e
ruined cities of Europe and the general upiift of the human
race.

CIT.' CLERK E. Tf, SAMPSON (Outremnont").:-It is MY
opinion that the time has now corne when -%ways and
means" of broadening the basis of municipal taxation
should be considered. The, single tax method of assessing
oniy on land bas proved a failure ln those municipalities
wherever it bas been adopted. Many proprietore of the
more remote vacant lots are considering abandoning same
for the taxes due upon them, municipalities are found with
increaseti expenditure (princîpaiiy higher interest charg-
,es) and depieted tax revenues. Many of the municipalities
will have to write off ln varyîng proportions, some of their
assets ln the way of sundry debtors fo r taxes. Why not
change the basis of Municipal Taxation to occupation joint-
ly with ownership, and assess an "Annual" not "Actual"
value. lI is adiutedly more sciantific and the revenue
therefrom le better assured. An Increment Tax could aise
be cunsidered, being a tax on profits by sales, thus would
do much to restrain land speculation. This ls a great
question and Weil worthy of thorough discussion.

MR. W. D. LIGHTHALL (Hon. Secretary) :-I ought to
Say somnething of how the larger cities are affected by the
war. The City of Montreai is a very large manufacturing
centre, the principal in Canada. and the manufacturers
there have slniply shifted from their regular work, to
munition and Government, and we have, as you have here,
considerabie shin hniIifr Tr thp 'Pni-f "f rt,,o
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