
and that the most important-of aIl, to
which our principle applies, viz.,
religious fait/i. VWhatever form re-
ligion assumes, it aýt least presupposes
eternal perfection, and yet it is im-
possible to verify this belief scieýntifie-
ally. Now, here we mnust presup-
pose that we 'have an instance ýof a
living hypothesis. If for any one re-
ligion- is a hypothesis that cannot by
any possibility be truc, there is no way
of convincing him of its truth, but
where it is regar(led as a i-cal possi-
bility there can bc no doubt that re-
ligion offers itselif as a "momentous"
option; and not only su, but it is a
"forceci" option, siiice we cannot es-
cape the issue by rernaining sceptical
and waiting for more light, becauise
if it is truc we lose the good depend-
ent upon it. Hencýe we are not justi-

DESIDERIUMI.

My life is as a broken lyre,
I touch the idie strings in vain;

But Io! the chords of old desire
Are snapt in twain.

The voice I heard I hear no more,
Though eehoes of the voice abide-

Sad sounds as on some lonely shore
The ebbing tide.

The flower will bloom, the grass be green,
And stili the wind at even blow;

Ail things will be as they have been-
I know, I know!

But flower nor fruit nor wind that blows
Can move me more! the spell is sped;

More meet for me the winter snows,
When Love lies dead.
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fied in refusing to make our choice
between belief and disbelief. Wc have
hei-e the right to belicve -at our own
risk." "When 1 look at the religins
question," says Mr. James, "as it real-
13' pats itself to concrete muen, and
when 1 think of aIl the possibilities
whicli both praýctically and theo.retic-
ally it involves, then this command
that we shahl put a stopper on our
heart, instinct, and courage, and wait
-acting of course Ineanwhile more
or Iess as if religion wcre not truc-
tili Doonisclay, or tili such time as our
intellect aIld senses working together
inay have raked in evidence enough,
-this command, I say, sýeems to me
thie queerest idol ever nmanufacture(]
in the philosophic cave."*

(Concluded in next nuinber.)


