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E‘{;ﬁﬂffﬁfs are centres of unscr}lpulous and provoca?ive: intrigues,
Pmlemria{: a}l'y moment plunge us into a great war, _It is time for the
which th, o rise up and put an end to this vicious vicarious action, of

ey are the playthings and the victims. Free people ignore their

own powe A . L
diplo?llat;:t: hen they allow their rights to be juggled away by ambitious

mmﬁﬁg}_gj‘i’&ﬂ»\:has fulfilled a noble fgnc?ion. _He has proved that the
“ Called Backﬁ ream of a melodramatic financier may be true. When
man would wed WS, pUbl‘Shed., nobod'y thought 1t pqssxhle that any sane
indifferent ¢ tt(ha wife that Sf!-ld nothing, showed no signs o‘f affection, was
to inve:t e world, and ignored her own lover. Mr. Conway, in fact,
e need nev C;‘l‘cumstances to palliate the improbabilities of his story.
urt, claim:(; }?vc d.one s0.. Lord Durham has appeared in the Divoree
ordim;ry tale tf lat his marriage was null, anq told'one o‘f the most extra-
never ShOWe;]O ove ever related. He married .Mlss Milner, though she
nothing but n ove, though she had no conversation, though he could %et
on’t know "‘ODOS:?’Ilu,bles out of her, though her longest sentence was |
ome to hin’l t}or It's too dreadful.” .Aml after his marriage 1t came
to give him « m{i Sh’? was mad. The Divorce Court, however, has rt.:fusvd
to show that Ll‘edlef on th’e grounds that there was insutlicient evidenee
—a natura] A 1}’ l?uﬂmm s l‘lllental weakness datfzd back to their marriage
ilner fnmilconc usion from Sir James Hannan's judgment heing that the
inclinations y i‘ll‘e responsible for the present sad condition, by forcing her
ove for bea:::' effecting a *“ desirable ” match. A more p\tvmh]e tale of
& man of lr)’ s sake was never unfo!dod. Lord Durham was thought to
choice of hiqéil:e?lt promise to Liberalism as a young peer He was the
rds in l%‘q;;’a ers to move the address to the Crown in the House of
& woman “:1‘ »and is said to be a man of great intelligence jyet he marries
soul, [f th;g never showed him by any way that she ]m{l either heart or
it is lite) is the way that marriages are made in aristocratic circles,
e wonder that one hears of scandal.

to g];h:;) ;V‘::'S""U{R excellt?fl hims;(flf the other OY(sx\ing. !Ie ask,«:d people
e 2ot them ¥;tt*rlqus meeting, which he cqlled his “ ten o'clock. When
art. It appe \eTe In evening dress after dinner, he gave them o lesson on
ever Wim&?ﬁgr“ ‘0,}_““'0 been the most amumn‘gly amazing p_urformuncu
aged to muL - W lt}l th_e most perfecb 'sang-/r(ml, Mr. W histler man-
people Who,oe }(:ut lnstpnc:dly, p]nloso_plncully, and socu'xlly that ghu only
doxial, eloq ug t to enjoy art were fu'tlsts. He was vpg.grmnumtw. para-
e “’o,,s m(é “)"% but he fsustmn(:d his theme. He kept it up to the end.
M'Neile er'm true artist, and, therefore, the only !mnphot of art, James
it. He mor‘i’ﬁgler 18 Lh_e l'(':.ml man (')f the age.  He did not blush to prove
in the world * ]rl&u“"' in his consciousness that he was alone as a genius
P“Ch“"‘fngc(i \;‘, has been (}nppit(l, however. Such glory eannot remain
Ing nignt, im;i ‘t'l r. Oscar Wilde npp.eur«,-,d in the Pall Mall of tlm'foll‘m\f-
that ig th,(x su Sting that., the painter is not the greatest artist. Who is it
are inﬂmné(m(lpr(§l'le artist, then 7 Surely the poet. Poe and Bo.rdulu.)su
t as he \;”_ a8 the really great ones of the earth ; and onc can imagine
eye lightin ote the lines Mr. Oscar Wilde looked up 1n his room, and, his
works, « 1g- on & Pm‘chmcnt-and-go](Hmund copy of certaln inmortal
» exclaimed, 1 also—/ am a poet. ”
all ;I;:ggrf:l Fvlct.or Hl'xgo is perl'mps the most c}m’mct‘cristicul]y French of
them, [y ; ll“.mch writers, he 13 better known in England thnn.nny‘of
of their ms 8 nm.ve]s \?'}uch are most rv,ml' in that country, and, in spite
compelled }a."y glﬂrl_l}g faults the counnm'uhng genius of the f).uth()r has
is own co '8 recognition as a romance-writer of the highest merit. Among
ably. ay o u"")_’““m. Victor Hugo is known r_xlso, and p'v.rlmp.s more favour-
ist and OI;Ot(!t., whilst he has mldx.umml claims to their notice a8 & drama-
e \'eryp rl ician, NOtwwhs}tandmg the virulence of I rench politics and
too comugnoll\_ounced part which M. Hugo has taken in them, his gifts are
88 been ¢ llng to be shgl}ted by men of party. His cighty-third birthday
arisians “5:;&;) the occasion of a series of ovations on the part of the
ontinelli.al H anquet was given to him on the eve of his ‘lnrbh(ls}y at the
8180 invited of'(’l by his publishers, to which authors and journalists wero
of the fOre‘. The next day he received n deputation fr.om rcpmscn'mtwcs
enormouys élg“ press. Ilmumer'a.ble other deputations w.mt.(-nl‘ upon him, and
possible ¢ “'lm'fgs pnss'ed by his house and cheered him with the‘grmtost
to presen:h.usmsﬂl- The aged author was compelled at frequent intervals
crowd Th}mm” at the window to receive the respectful salutations of the
throug.h I;H wag a tolerably trying ordeal for an octogenarian to pass
the Worx;e ut he successfully surmounted it, and it 18 hnp(;fl will be none
rench an, d Per!“‘Ps nothing has done more to endear Victor Hugo to
e and }’l‘ fOI_‘elgners alike than the touching Slmp_hcwy of hs family life.
estivit; is children and grandchildren are almost 111'sepm‘uhlc, and in the
1es of the last few days their appearance in his company has added

Breatly to the popular iuterest. To the feelings aroused by these tender .

relati :
;*‘lhét;x;shlpg M. Hugo gave fit expression in a poem published so long ago
entitled “L'Art d'étre Grand-pére.”

hetanU.MOROVS feature of the Socialism and Communism of the day is
anOthey m wlflch Rrophets and high priests of either fall foul of one
ast arr.' It is satisfactory to know that, when the great change does at
not be l:; e, Mr. (.)h*_‘mberlain’s stalking-horse, the landed 'propnet’or, will
the rich e only victim, No ; it will be difficult then to distmgu}sh between
8tocks man who owns the land and the rich man who has his money 1n

" we ev and shares or draws a handsome income from & manufactory. If
afte .1'e r do have a revolution—and what is going on nOW might by the
rlight of facts look terribly like the premonitory symptoms of one—

depend upon it that the wave which overwhelmns us will hardly stop to
make any special cxceptions; no, not even among those who foolishly
brought about the worst part of the catastrophe.

Tue French and American system of attracting subscribers for period-
icals by a lavish outlay in the way of premiums or gifts appears to be
gaining a strong footing in England. One of the most remarkable instances
5s afforded by the promise of winning, for a modest subscription of a florin,
either 85,000, $1,000, $500, $100, or $50 in money ; or one of innumerable
gifts, from pianos to pictures, and from gilk dresses to watches, This
somewhat unhealthy form of literary enterprise appears to base its pros-
pects of success upon the familiar principle of all prizes and no blanks,
Altogether, the projectors of this enticing attack upon the weak side of
human nature claim to be prepared to give away mouncy and gifts to the
value of 350,000, Wherein this plan differs from the illegal lottery system
is hard to see, and it may some day lead to o cry for Stato interference,

especially as at many bazaars raflling is now frowned upon.

Ix Australian waters a shark was recently hooked, and on being opened
was found to be literally a perfect © marine store,” and to contain portions
of a coat, a waistcoat, and a pair of trousers, a gold watch and silver chain,
a sum of money in silver, two keys, a pipe, & human arm and a portion of
the huinan skull. More surprising atill, the articles of clothing and watch
were identified by a gentloman as belonging to his brother, who was
drowned in a yacht which recently founder 1. There have been sailors’ yarns
without number giving accounts, more or less circumstantial, of the strange
things eaten by sharks, and of the stomachs of c;\pturml spccim(ms being
found to be old curiosity-shops and perfect museums, but none of these
tales have been so well authenticated s the above. When jingling & fow
coins in the pocket, speculution often arises ns to what may have boen the
previous vicissitudes through which those tokens havo gone, but it is ravely
that the imagination will lead to the idea that they, or the gold watch
hanging in the puwuhrokur'u window, may have previously travelled
thousands of miles through the wide wastes of the castern seas, and caused
violent gripes and gurglings in the interior of the man-eating sea-tiger.

A rotner pulp machine has boen invented by Mr. Pond, of Rutland,
Vermont, by which sawidust, shavings, chips, and pieces of wood can be
made with great rapidity into a pulp of clean, fine tibre. The machine
will also manipulate the stalks of cotton, sugar cane, wild henp, ete., at tho
rate of from two to three tons of dry pulp per diem. The resulting pulp
is stated to be far superior to any other form of wood pulp, bheeauso tho
fibre is preserved intact and the cellulose is left with it, giving it great
strength, softness, and pliability. The tensile strengbh per square inch of
newspaper, which containg from fifty to seventy-five per cent. of ground
wood pulp, i said to be from vight to twelve pounds, and to stand a test
of seventeen pounds to the square inch, showing that it is much stronger
than paper wmado out of one-third rags. As all kinds of paper can be
made from this pulp without the addition of rags, cotton, ov jute, we under-
stand that it can be manufactured at o reduction of from thirty to fifty per
cent. of the present cost.  The unbleached pulp is also wsoful for wrapping
puper, and is equal in colour and strength to the best manilla.  The woods
most adapted to the process arv soft woods, such as spruce, fir, pine, poplar,
and hemlock, the latter making the strongest fibre, being quite oqual to
jute in strongth.  Besides the manufncture of paper, the pulp can also be
utilized for wood ware, such as pails, barrels, and mouldings.
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THR PRESERVATION OF NIAGARA VERSUS DOLLARS AND CENTS,

T the Editor of the Week ¢

S1n,—T observe some romarks on the Ningara Falls Park question in your last week's
number, and as your impressions on yome points are not quite correct, T ask your forbear-
ance hy way of explanation of the method and purport of the movement,

The original suggestion in ascribed to Lord Dufferin in o letter addressod to the
Governor of the State of New York in 1876, and tho wpirit of which found universal
reponse from both continents.

The question of the hour, however, is how best to accomplish an object so gonerally
desired.  Unquestionably the iden of an International Park, paid for and administered by
he joint Governmonts, would be the most acceptable ; but after frequent conferences and
years of delay, neither the Dominion nor the Ontario Governments see their way to
devote the public money to such a purpose. The alternative of o private company, under
Govornmental control as to charges and limits of space, presents itself ; and as funds to
the extent of 1,000,000 must be subseribed for, it is indispensablo that there should be
some commercial value attached to the project. As the visitors now number annually
over 200,000, and are yenrly increasing, it can be onsily seen that n very moderate charge
per capita for their transport, comfort, and gecurity, will secure » perfectly legitimate
source of revenue.’ .

The Restoration and Improvement Company's Bill provides that accesa to the falls
and river shall be free and open to the world for ever, and that all charges shall be subject
to the approval of the Lieutenant-Governor and Council. The restoration and preservation
of the scenery.is also provided for. The other bill, under the specious title of the ** Ningara
Falls Railway Company,” seeks for a charter, and I venture to say with such powers and
privileges as will forever destroy the establishment of a park., There are no limitations




