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the oath t-j ail witnesses, dliould be adhered
te. The inembers cf the Government, on
the other h2nrd, ne less than eight cf wiom
appearcd in the Committee when the ques-
tion was first discussed there, contended
that it was iEufficient that the oath shculd
be administered when a prima /acie case cf
fraud had been madle eut or, at least, when
scme niember cf the Ccmmittce was will-
ing te take the responsibility cf saying tLat
he believed scxtetbing was wrong in the
particular case before the Ccmmittee which
required a solomn investigation. Af ter an
animatod dol ate the Gevernment view cf
course prevailed, but net until the Premier
had promised te facilitate the use of the
oath, when asked for, te an extont whici
cevered nearly or quite ail that the Opposi-
tion had asked. This being conceded, it is
bard te say why the Government ehculd
have placed thomselves in a false position
and have given tie Opposition the advantage
of boing able to Eay tiat their efforts te
make the inquirios cf the Public 'Accounts
COmmittee Eearching and thercugli had been
obstruecdi. The public will note f urther pro-
ceedings with siarpened intoroat. Tiere is
force in tbe plea thatit is undesirabletomake
the use cf the cati tee common and thus by
familiarity endanger it8 effect upon the
minds of witneseos. It is, in fact,, a deep
repreaci te our civilization that any suci
exti aneous influence sioulcf ho necessary te
eniance the sacred obligation which every
man should feel to tell the truth under ail
circumetances. But, on the other band, it
is worthy cf consideration whetier weak
consciences may net be cqually endangered
by soeing a distinction habitually made bc-
tween testirneny under oath and testimcny
without its sanction, and be tempted te feel
that the exact trutli is net rigidly expect-
cd in tire latter case.

A subjeet cf lively ccntroversy in peda-
gegical circles for seme time past has been
that cf the utility of written examinatiens
se tests cf efmclency. The writt(n exami-
nation bas been employod perbapa more
freely in connection with the educational
eystem cf Ontario than in meet other coun-
tries, though tiere is at presont a scmewhat
marked tendency te discount if net te deny
tie value cf suci examination@. Oneocf
the strongest objections, from the teacher's
point cf view, which has been urged against
the systeni wiich makes the academic suc-
cees cf the student depend upon the results
cf an oxamination conductd by examinere
other than bis teaciers, is that the dread cf
tie coming examination interferes with the
proper freodoni cf the teacher in teaching
and cf the student in studying. The sha-
dow cf the ceming ordoal hangs over ahl the
work cf the class-reom. It comipels boti
teacier and etudent te devete3 thoir time
and ktrengti te the preparation cf tie lat-
ter te anewer such questions as the exami-
ner mTay be supposed likely te put, rather

than te true educational work. In order
te get material for making the best possible
guese much time is ofton devoted te looking
up the examiner's record, studying his
idiosyncras,*es, and preparing te anticipate
bis questions. If the pap-,rs set by the
given examiner for half-a-dezen previeus
years upon the same subject can be fonnd,
teacher and student are happy. It is urged,
nct without much force, on Lie cther band,
that this objection lies net against Lhe ex-
aminatien per se, but against an improper
and unskilful mode cf examination. Ba
tiat as it may, it is rather amusing te ob-
serve iow unwittingly the Minister cf Edu-
cation, in defending hiniself the other day
in the Legielature against the charge cf dis-
loyalty, whici bas been pressed againit bim
on the paltry ground cf bis having for a
tume omitted British history from the sub-
jecte cf certain examinations,, put ammuni-
tien into the bande cf the oppenients cf the
exemination system. Hie is repoited te
have said t bat"I the bistory bad net been re-
moved froni the echools ; it iad neyer been
propesed te do more tian te remeve it froni
examination and te teaci it orally. His-
tory could be taught in a more picturesque
and more efteclive manner in this way."
The italios are ours. The reasoning is very
suggestive.

Complaint i8 oEten made cf the political
eolidarity eupposed te exiet between the
Ontario Government and its adierents, and
the Ottawa Opposition. Frem certain facts
whicb have recently been puhlished in the
Globe it is evideut that thie ilentity cf views
and intereste cannot ext(nd to the tariff
polizy. On the centrary the Minister cf
Education, at least, appears te be a more
ardent protectioniet than Mr. Fester him-
self. Colisider the follewing statements:

IlIn 1883, 34 diflerý_nt text-books used
in the Public Sciocis were cf foreign or
non-Canadian authorship ; ncw every text-
bock in the Public Schocls is tte product
cf a Canadian author and a Canadian teaci-
er. At the saine date, 101 text bocks were
used in High Scicols, tbe product cf fcreign
or non-Canadian authorE,. Ten years ago
six cf the text-books used in the Public
Sohoole and 81 cf the text-bookrs used in
Hugi Schools wero imported already marn-
factured, and two were imported in
shoots; now only eue Hugi Sohool text-
bock is imperted already manufactured,
and one imported in sheets. The Canadian
autior, the Canadian printer and the Can-
bockbinder have almeet entirely displaced
the foreigner in Lhe production cf scicol
bocks. Who ahill say that suci a policy
is net in the public initereet îi What botter
evidence could bo given cf a tiorougily
Canadian pclicy in tbe adminktration cf
any department V"

This is Furely out.heroding llerod in
higi prctecticnism, rie Dominion Gov-
erniment contents itef with putting the
foreign producer at great dieadvantage by
a boavy tax, and thon allowing im te comn-
pote, prcvided ho can overcomo tiat disad
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vantage. The Ontario Governmneflt go8

f urther and simply pre-empts the fild lot
the Canadian producer, barring out ail for-
eign productions. It would not requiire '%
very brave man to say that such a PoliOy
can hardly Il be in the public intere8sa"f
less it can be safe]y assumed that âni'

the few ttachers in Canada likely to iunder.
taire the making cf text-books are to b
found the peers of any in the English*
speaking world, and that the Ministe' Of
Education inay be reliEd on te select One 0
those off-hand, te produce any needed tet

beok te ordcr. It might be supposed thst
in the matter of text-books for the use8 o
the schoels, when se much depends u1pC"
getting the very best, the absurdity Of "*
suming that the best wiIl in every i8ý'c
be prcduced by shutting off the cemPetitCon
cf the world's best educators, would be oule'
ciently obvieus te give pause te even bile
most ardent educational protectionist. 13"
even this miglit net be se bad were s800e
means adopted by which competition c)l
be permitted and stimulated amoflgkt 0O"
tarie educators. Minister Ross, heveft
gees much further. Protection te the pOilit

cf absolute prohibition against foreigu edtU

cational works is net sufficient. Withelit
even for such protection te work out its '0
evitable ecquence cf imenopoly, ho e8lb

liehes the. monopoly at once by choeeiflg the
individuals who are best fitted te write 0r

compile the bocks needed, thus ec01
any embarrassment which might resuit fr00
home competition. Ne only se, but the
saine policy is extended te the business 0
printing, binding, etc., the productions Cf
the chosen author. Thus te the lit0erry
know-ncthingi8m wbich arbitrarily ruilee

out English and American productions5 fr00l
competition on their me rts, is added e

mnethod which really reduces the chance 01
the Echools being supplied with the best
that Canadian talent can produce te 0'
question cf the infallibility cf the Minister
in -elccting from the eight or nine thetland

educators cf the Province,' nut eue i1n
hiindrcd cf whom can be Lnown te bi10
perscnally, the best man for the partiolller
work in hand. We will venture te lla
that ne sncb educaticnal autecracy eei8â
in any other constitutionally governed

country in Chrittendom.

Froni the latest statistics furnisbed bl

the Minister cf Educatien it appears tbt

while the whole number cf teachers eu'

ployed in the public echools cfOnai
bas increased, during the last twenty gve
years, from 4,890 te 8,480, the number O
maie t aýhers has actually decreased Witbi -0
that period. In 1867 it was 2,849; in 9'
2,770. The smali proportion cf mn f
employed in the sohools cf Toronto, 018 col

paredl with the number cf womien, bas ve
rise te a gocd deal cf discussion. Certlio
membere cf the Schcol Bard strenuOtsîy
urge that it is desirablo, for tie mouldi0g1
the coming mon of the country, tiat ti'


