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tioni:;e:: tmmou" of Gladstone's resigna-
O contrags 3 band too la.te for verification
o P\‘inte: lon before this note must go to
Tus o fa]. Whetlfer the. report proves
ere seem:e in this particular 1‘nstance,
B evens o ngOd reason for regarding such
Bext foy Weakr from 1mp1:obable within the
g, °°mbie . The persistency of the rum-
iguong ned W.lth the guarded and am-
one of his own denial of the Pall
Cemey a:eue»g recent sensational announ-
l’l'eggim'x antﬂcal‘cely fail to leave the im-
m“’inent]a such a contingency is at least
leader Y before the mind of the great
Sutogy o uch & course would be but a natural
the 8trg of ?hat he must now feel to be
“rzi mprobabilicy (hat he will be
1t at the helm and stand the

R r':]general election and the subse-
88le, which, even if his party

should be successful, would have to take
place before the one great end for which he
remains in public life could be gained. It
would be easy to fill columns with conjec-
tures as to the events which would follow his
withdrawal from the field. But, should
he do so now, or at an early day, we see no
reason to believe that it would be, or should
be with a sense of defeat regarding the
great measure for which he has fought so
strenuously. The impression seems to be
general that with his retircraent all pro-
spect of Home Rule for Ireland would
disappear. On the contrary, we believe
that he would do so with a full conviction
that, whether by his party or the other, in
gome cffective shape, the aspirations of the
Irish people for liberty to manage their
own affairs will be realized before the na-
tion is five years older,

¢ We represent the most important call-
ing on earth,” said the President of the
Dominion Grange, in his address from the
chair at the recent meeting of that organiza-
tion in this city. The truth of that opinion
few thoughtful persons will feel disposed to
call in question. If the sentiments so well
expressed in the address of Mr. Hepinstall
are those of the great body of the members
of the Grange, both that S)ciety and the
country are to be congratulated on the
breadth and elevation of its views and aims,
They contrast very favourably with those of
gsome other societies which have of late
been attracting a good deal of attention.
The Grange was the first organization of
farmers for mutual improvement, in Cana-
da.  Nothing can tend more to the general
welfare and progress of the Dominion than
itse work and influence, if the following
extract from President Hepinstall's ad-
dress correctly interpret its character and
purpose, and if these are truly and energet-
ically wrought out in its history :

“ We aim to develop a better and a high-
er manhood and womanhood among our-
selves; to enhance the attractions of our
homes, and strengthen our attachments to
the farming industry ; to foster mutual un-
derstanding and co-operation ; to systema-
tize our work, and emulate each other in
labor ; to discountenance the credit system,
and every other system which tends to pro-
digality and bankruptcy. We wage no war
against other honorable callings, but keep
in view the fact that individual happiness
depends on general prosperity. We are op-
posed to the spirit and management of any
corporation or enterprise that tends to op-
press the people and rob them of their just
profits, Weare not enemies to capital, but
we oppose the tyranny of monopolies, and
desire to see the antagonism between capi-

tal and labor removed by common consent.
We are opposed to excessive ealaries, high
rates of int rest, and exorbitant percentages
in trade, as they do not bear a proper pro-
portion to the profit of producers.

A diffurence of opinion on a very im-
portant point is said to be causing trouble
in the ranks of the Patrons of Industry.
The same difference has, it is said, arisen
algo in some branches of the P. P. A.  The
matter is one so clogely related to the free-
dom and manliness of the individuals com-
posing these societies that the wonder is
that there can be any difforence of opinion
in regard to it among intelligent and con-
gcientious citizens. The quéstion is that of
the obligation of members of these organiza-
tions to vote in every case, and in spite of
any personal opinions or convictions, for
the nominee of the society.  There can be
no doubt that the adoption and thorough
observance of a law of this kind would ren-
der even a small body a very formidable
force in Dominion or Provincial affairs.
The solid vote of even a few thousands isa
tremendous force in politics. ~ But it is
sure to become sooner or latter a blind, un-
scrupulous force, wielded by wire-pullers,
self-seekers, or fanatics. The worst of it is
that the citizen who submits to such a con-
dition of membership in any society, there-
by surrenders his manhood and sells his
birthright of free citizanship in a free state.
We can think of no patriotic end which
could justify the use of a means so objec-
tionable and mischievous, The decay of
mauliness and true patriotism in any state
may be.dated from the time wheu any con-
siderable number of its citizens can thus
put aside their individuality and voluntar-
ily become parts of a lifeless machine,
to be run by those who cannot be infallible
at the best, and who may at any time be-
come the tools of politicians, or the slaves
of their own suspicions and prejudices. In
fact, it would hardly be going too far to say
that the man who pledges himself to vote as
another or any number of others may di-
rect, in the very at proves himself un-
worthy of the rights and responsibilities of
a free citizen in a free state, ~ We are not
gure that the state, that is, his fellow-citi-
zens, would not be fully justified in enact-
ing that the man against whom such a sell-
ing of the franchise could be proved, should
be deprived of it.

Is jurisprudence a science, or is it a

mere matter of personal opinions and
ways of looking at things? One
would suppose that the interpretation



