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"i”twles, contributions, and letters on matters pertaining to the cditorial department showld
e‘addresscd to the Editor, and not to any other person who may be supposed to be connectel
With the paper,

"egs;rng announcement recently made in the ]?’»x"itish Housf? of Lord?, in
intey to the plans for the defence of .the British Columbia coast, is of
Illilic:“ to Canadians. The design, which has the apprm;ar] of' both the
&rbory and naval departments, is to comp']ete t.he .fmjtl(]catlon of the
"ient]ur of Esquimault, an arrangement which will, it is thought, sufli-
Y provide for the safety of Burrard Inlet and the town of Victoria.
® Britigh Government are, it appears, now waiting for the concurrence
® Canadian Government in the proposed plan, as a preliminary to
reeding with the work. Whether all that is required of Canada is
assent to the arrangement, or whether and to what extent she may
®Xpected to assist in the work, does not appear. The remoteness of
no Bu;inf.%el‘ of an attack upon the British C'.olumbia, coa,st., is, we suppose,
esPEciaﬁlen-t reason for neglecting to take suitable precautions for defence,
MY if, as seems probable, Esquimault is to be made a rendezvous,
* 10 cage of war, a base of operations for the British fleet in the Pacific.
nady hyg no enemy to fear in that quarter, it is probable that the

°F will he treated as one of Imperial concern and policy.

prOCe

ia;rGOOD deal of discussion is still being had ?vith reference to the
W gl‘.: Falls Park. To us the affair appears to be in a nutsheH: Unless
thej &tl.y mistake, the understanding of the people of Ontario, and of
Par weg‘SIatUre, as well as of those of New York State, was that the
charge % to be free, It cannot properly be said to be f_ree so long asa
he igll-s Wade for visiting any spot accessible by carriage or on foot.

"8 foq “uds are surely a portion of the park proper. If so, why should
the , . °Xacted for the use of the bridges any more than for the use of
« ity :ts Or walks } With vegard to the use of the elevators, waterproof
’easona,y:i’ Tequired for going beneath the falls, the C%Lse 1s.d1fferent. No
t}lese ar ¢ Person will object to pay for these, or doing without the}n, as
isg erg ran.gements involve a constant and serious expense, and are in no
thay, a °Dtial to g view of all the beauties of scenery and cataract, The
treq parOr the use of the bridges is unexpected and vexatious in a so-called
% e%sid' That for the machinery, guides, waterproofs, etc., will not be
°red by the average visitor. As to the Globe's strange threat

that if criticism and remonstrance continue, the park may be handed over
to a private corporation, it is incredible that it can emanate from the
Government or have its approval. Such a transaction would be a viola-
tion of faith, at Jeast fwplied faith, both with the people of Ontario and
with the neighbouring State.  Surely the press may criticise the manage-
ment of public property without being gagged by a threat of its aliena-
tion, and that too under a Liberal Cabinet.

W gladly publish the explanation given by our correspondént, M. M.,”
in another column, of the mitigating circumstances which led Judge
Wiirtele to impose the extraordinarily light sentence on which we com-
mented in a previous issue. In the intercsts of public morality, as wel]
as of justice to individuals, it is desirable that the facts should have wide
currency, as otherwise the judgment in question would seem to establish a
most mischievous and dangerous precedent. Those facts, if established to
the satisfaction of the court, and admitted by the prosecuting counsel, will be
accepted by most impartial minds as fully justifying the singular leniency of
the court, which is the point just now in question. That being so, it would be
aside from the point to comment, as we should otherwise feel bound to do,
upon the more than questionable means adopted by the trustees, Messrs.
Cosgrove and McCabe, and, as appears by several others, to correct the
parsimony of the authorities who made the appropriations. The habit of
making and attesting false returns is surely a most reprehensible one, by
whomsoever sanctioned, and it is certainly hard to understand how any
men of ordinary probity and intelligence, not to say of the high character
and standing ascribed to the defendants in this and similar actions, could
ever have been betrayed into lending it their countenance, or making
themselves parties to it. 1t was high time for the authority of the court
to interpose, as we presume it has effectually done, by the imposition of
even a nominal sentence, to put an end to a practice which not only opened
ghe way to unlimited abuse, but must have been in itself a snare to the
conscience of every official who was taught to resort to it

Ir Sir Morell Mackenzic really made the statement ascribed to him, to
the effect that he knew from the first that the disease from which the late
Emperor was suffering was cancer, but concealed the fact for political
reasous, the German press does well to he angry. It is to be hoped, for the
sake of the reputation of the physician whom Frederick and his wife
delighted to honour, and of the nation he represents, that he will be able to
give the explanation deﬁmnded, and to prove that he was incapable of
betraying his high trust and trifling with the constitutional affairs of a
great nation. It would be altogether out of keeping with the honourable
and chivalric character of the deceased Emperor to suppose him capable of
being a party to such a deception as that alleged, even in the interests of
his beloved consort. Furthermore, it seems impossible to accept the state.
ment ascribed to Dr. Mackenzie without impugning either the honour or
the professional skill of the distinguished German physicians who were
associated with him throughout, excluding those renowned specialists to
whom the diseased matter from the patient’s throat was repeatedly sub-
mitted for analysis. On the whole, and until Dr. Mackenzie is heard from,
it seems much more reasonable to suppose that he has made no such asser-
tion ag that ascribed to him, especially as the making of it under the cir-
cumstances would be as little creditable to his Scotch shrewdness as to his
personal and professional honour. ‘

Jonnery for caste’s sake or jobbery for money’s sake, which is the
worst ! These are, according to the London Spectater, the alternations
now before the English people. The question is suggested by the
revelations which are being made before the Commission charged with

the enquiry into the operations of the Metropolitan Board of Works,

The Board has not yet been heard in its own defence, but unless the
evidence, documentary and verbal, has been artistically cooked, which the
Spectator thinks impossible under the circumstances, corruption has heen
rife under the management of this most important of English municipal
authorities. “ Men influential in guiding its decisions have been paid
hard cash to misguide them.” ¢ Applicants seeking grants of sites and
other favours have obtained them by bribing employés or others of influ-
ence with the Board.” The Board, as a Board, is almost certainly inne-




