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PUBLISHER'S ANNOUNCEMENT.

The publication of ARCTURUS ceases with the present number.

Subscribers whose dues remam un-

paid will confer a favour By remitting the sum of ONe DoLLAR by registered letter to .

JouN CHARLES DENT, : A
17 St. JAMES's- AVENUE, Tonom'o

To those subscribers who have paid in advance the ‘sum overpaid will be returned by reglstered

letter within the next two days.

@bifotiaf (l}ofes.

THE QUEBEC STRIKE.

WHATEVER importance may be aftached to labour
strugg]es by the parties interested, it is certain that only a
languid interest is tiken in them by the outside publie
Even ‘those most- mterested in political economy and the’
labour questioni are fully convinced that all strikes, lock-
outs and other conflicts between capital and labour are mere

_episodes in the eontést by which neither side can make any
permanent gain. But while a solid gain is admittedly im-
possible, a material and permanent loss is by no means un-
likely in the case of the pending strike of the Quebec ship
labourers. They may permanently destroy the trade of the
port as well as their own means of living, by making Que-
bec unpopular with vessel-owners, who have considerable
latitude in selecting their ports of entry, and can form a
very effective combination, against which merchants and
shippers have practically no remedy.

THE LIBERAL LEADERSHIP,
As if the retirement of Mr; Blake were not trouble enough,
the Liberal party has made a serious mistake in choosing
bis locum tenens. Mr. Laurier is an' excellent speaker, and

may prove o good tactician ; but he is not equal in weight"

or, ability to'Sir Richard Cartwright, and the policy of put-
ting forward a Frenchman because he is & Frenchman, and
not because he. i3 the best man for the place, will merely
imply a continuance of the unfortunate policy of Mr. Blake
on the Riel question. Sir Richard is entitled to the position,

‘and the fact that he still carries:the Free Trade flag ought |
not to interfere with his;advancement.. If he ever comes by

succession to the d1gmty :of Jeaderof the party, he will have
to build the party platform; a1

the. part.y sny more harm than- they have. done a.heady—
whlch is & good deal. - , :

;ong. of the planks.i in that-
platform must be either:protection. or free trade: - Tillthat;
time airives, Sir Richard’s free Arade prmcrples cannot. do-

THE NORTH-WEST.

Tae murder of one of the police, rumours- of trouble
a,mong the Indians on the boundary line, and the precautlons .
against surprise adopted by white setitlers in' the North-
West territories have created some apprehension thet the
rebellion of 1885 will be repeated on a la.rger scale ; larger,
that is, as far as Indian participation in it is concerned. - But
it is rather a hopeful sign that public attention has been
early directed to what is going on, and that measures are
being taken to prevent any probable mischief. The great
danger of the rebellion in 1885 was owing to the fact that
the authorities were totally unprepared for the outbreak,
and quite unable to estimate its probable importance ; and
also that a nucleus of disaffected half-breeds was liable to
form a rallying point for discontented Indians, All the
conditions are altered mow, and the country may. fairly ex-
pect that the Indian nsmb, if one should occur, will be as
easily put down as Big Bear’'s attempt ab insurrection was
ended after the half-breeds were crushed at Batoche.

WATER GAS. .

THE many accidents that have lately happened to per-
sons using water gas seem to call for some legislation on the
subject in the interests of the public. Water gas is cheaper
than coal gas, being made from coke and water only, and
it is more easily purified; but a peculiar dangér lurks in
the fact that it contains a large amount of carbon monoxide,
a more deadly poison than any of the ordinary constatuents
of coal gas, and ha,vmg no disagréeable odourto give warn-
ing of its presence when it escapes. If the water gas com-
panies were obliged by law to make their own coke, and to
mix the gas obtained in the process with the water gas, the
mixed gas. would bave sufficient odour o give warning of

_its-presence ;when in dangerous quentity. At present
 the unfortunate g8s consumers have their choice of paying-
“an exorbitant price- for coal gas, or of using a_cheaper sub-

stitute sb. the risk of their lives, Legislatures. are very

Slow. | to-interfere with vested interests; and we may have to.
| wait for-the gener&l use of electnclty 58 remedy for the evﬂ



