
Nature and the Bible.

in mind that the progress of science is so an enincnt English scholar, but which
rapid that what seemed the most profound may be affirmed to contain as many mac-
learning a few years ago, may to-day be curacies, scientific and scriptural, as could
merely an exploded fallacy or an obsolete Weil be compressed into the space it occu-
theory. pies, we find it stated that it is clear that

Nor is the hymn free from ground of Moses meant a "soiid expanse," "a firm
criticism, in its assertion that all the heav- vault," supported "on the mountains as
enly orbs move round this "dark terrestrial piliars;" and in a popular book on "MythS,"
bail ;" but it is curious and instructive that by a gentleman of some reputation in
the emendation of the scientific critic is America, I find the quaint and ridiculous
equally faulty, for, though the planets translation-not, however, aitogether on-
move round the " splendid solar bail," the ginal-"And, said the Gods, let there be a
stars do not-a singular exemplification of hammered plate in the midstofthe waters."
the difficulta of avoiding error even in the The existence of such notions warrants a
most simple scientific statements, when litte enquiry as to the precise state of the
these are expressed in poetical language, case-enquiry which might otherwise ap-
or used in illustration of spiritual truths. pear a needless waste of time and an insult

But what of the old Hebrew poet whose to your intelligence.
production bas led to ai these difficulties? That the idea of rxtension rather than of
Did he go astray in his astronomy, or did fixity is conveyed by the Hebrew term, is
he avoid altogether the scientific snares implied in the frequent use of such expres-
anidst which it seets he was treading? sions as the I stretching out" og the aerial
We shag find that he, looking altogether heaven, and the comparison of it to the
at natural appearances, and sublimely ig- curtain of a tent. In connection with this,
norant ot any theory, has avoided the blun- and in itsel a beautiful conception taken
ders both of his copyist and his citic from the motions of the clouds, is the NeTTestament figure of the rolling up o the

prd hetions eclae th lr of God, heaven as a scroll." Nor is the idea of any
DAd theo esay rinh st n or seondary machinery, like that of a solid
Dai unto gay tteth peeh, vault, at al congenial to the spirit of the

th tripture treatent of nature, which refers

ail thanlsfdirechat hoetheowiingoflGodetFer

n ath le set a tabernacle for the sun, th

Which isasabridegroomcoingoutof hischam- er, this idea, however it may have been
"a race [ber, applied by the philosophers of antiquity
And reoit xas prolinm th oren to the explanation of the, starry heavens,
ndigs nut ist show the end ofhege could not commend itself to men familiar

And blisr circi nothe id tmhheof with nature, or indeed to any mai, who had
n the e st r heever seen a cloud form upon a mountain's

This canguage is bold and poetical; but brow or discharge itseif in ra.
it affords no peg whereon to hang any cri- The expressions of Scipture which have
ticism similar to that to which the moder been quoted in support of this fancv are,
poet has subjected himseif. indeed, either mere poetical figures, aving

My notice of this littie matter i t not a no such significance, or recer to somethin

digression. It is at once an exampie ofthe diferent froy the atmospheric firmament.,
superiority of the Bible to the attacks lev- Of the first class are the following He
elled against it, and of the fact that the Ibindeth up the waters in his thick coud,
friends of the Bible needlessly provoke and the cloud y not rent under them,"* a

these attacks; and it further raises the thought which bas much natural truth, as
question, What have we a right to expect rerring to the weight of the atmospheric

of a divine revelation in its treatment of waters. Sot in like manner, the mouintains
nature? and, How does that treatment are the pillars of heaven," as holding the

stand reiated to modemn science? .To the atmospheric waters on their cloud-capped
nswers to these questions I shah devote sumnitse So also the sudden descent of

from thnerotons o the cloudso is thee

the remainder of this introductory lecture, ten r o the r u the
and bhah discuss: first, the most general hemptying of the botties of heaven" or the

aspects in which the Bible is reiated to opening of its hatches or "Iwindows,"
science; secondiy the connection betweef whi e the gente rains are said with equal

the Bible and science arising from the rla- truth to ldistil" upon the earth. These

thon of monotheismn to our conceptions of are ail expressive figures, deaiing with the

the unity of nature; and, thirdiy, tne con- natural appearances of things, and imply-

nections arising from the ideas of law, ing no theory as to the constitution or aws

order, and plan in nature which are comb of the atmosphere.

mon to the Bible and to science. O the second class is that remarkable
vision of Moses wherein he sees God sit

THE TMOSHERI HEAEN. ting on a pavement of sapphire, and coin

In Smith's Bible Dictionary, for instance, *Job xxvi h.

in en article on Heaven over the initiais of tEx, xxiv. ou
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