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agricultural interests of the West. In the old days, whtti
there was no Canadian West, it was casy enough to,
create political dissension amnong Nova Scotia, New
Brunswick and Prince Edward Island, because they ap-
peared to have cconomic intcrests ait, variance with one
another. The development of nianufacturing in Ontario
and Quebec and of agriculture upozi a new and extensive
scale in the west has served to reveal the practical uni-
formity of the conomic .life in the maritime provinces.
Prince Edward Island is agricultural, and agriculture is
also a Icading industry in the other two provinces. Tbey
are ail devoted £0, fishing. New Brunswick has conasider-
able foreat resources in the course of development andi
Nova Scotia lias large mining industries.

Before confedieration with Canada opened the way
£0, a larger union in 1864 a maritime union was being

-discussed ini thtesc provinces. E'ver since the Canadian
governiment took over matters of interest to the Dominion
as a whole, as defined in the British North America Act,
the maritime provinces have stili found it convenient tio
act in common upon somne local matters, and the advan.
tage of having a common body, with authority £0 legis..
late on such questions, has become increasingly ap-
parent. Tiie Hon. J. B. M. Baxter, former attorney-
general oif New Brunswick, in addressing the Moncton
conference, urged the union as a means toward securing
stronger and more tiniform representation of eastern
in£erests in federal matters and united action in obtaining
the full developmemnt of the resources of the provinces.
Mr. H. J. Logan~, K.C., of Amiherst, said that if legisla-
tive union were not found possible an alternative miglit
be fou-nd in a maritime legisiative counicil £0 deal *itb
matters oif commen interest, while the present legisia-
tures, inucli reduced in size, could continue t£0 care fur
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